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SNP Helensburgh Branch
STRONGER FOR SCOTLAND

FEBRUARY 2019

Save Our Santander

Our MP Brendan O’Hara leading the way to save our local branch of Santander with
a Westminster petition signed by 300 plus within 90 minutes on Saturday 16/02/19.
Many people from all political persuasions were happy to sign their support on the
day and at Brendan’s constituency office in Colquhoun Square.
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SPRING CONFERENCE
RESOLUTIONS UPDATE
At Branch Meeting on Thu 14/02/19
our Branch passed the following
resolutions:
1. State
Pensions
in
an
Independent Scotland
2. Community Right of Appeal on
Planning Decisions
3. Post Miscarriage Aftercare
We also supported the following
resolutions from other branches:
1. EU Structural Funds from
Inverness City SNP
2. Statistics from Inverclyde and
Greenock SNP
A lively and interesting discussion
was had by all in attendance.
The provisional agenda should be
out Friday 01/03/19, and then
there'll be another four weeks to
get any amendments in.
The Spring Conference will be on
the 27th and 28th April at the
Edinburgh International Conference
Centre.
Patrick Johnstone
Political Education Officer
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UPCOMING EVENTS
March SNP Day of Action
Sat 09/03/19 from 11:00am to
1:00pm with our new gazebo in
Colquhoun Square.
Feel free to attend and lend your
support.
March Yes Helensburgh & Lomond
Meeting
Tue 12/03/19, 7:30pm to 9:30pm
at the Parish Church Halls,
Colquhoun Square.
SNP Members are welcome.
March SNP Branch Meeting
Thu 14/03/19, 7:00pm to 9:00pm
at the Civic Centre.
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Sneaky Tories must ditch shameless
£7,000 raid on our pensioners
By Ian Blackford MP – 11/02/19
While the chaos of the UK
Government’s
shambolic
Brexit
negotiations
has
dominated the headlines, the
Tories have sneaked through a
cut to pension credit which
could see some couples up to
£7000 worse off.
During
Prime
Minister’s
Questions last week, I raised
this shameful move, which
would affect thousands across
Scotland and the whole UK.
Pension Credit is
designed to top up
pensioners with
income below a set

a benefit
income for
a weekly
amount.

The change proposed would
mean that for couples where
one person is of state pension
age and the other is below, the
individual in receipt of state
pension would no longer be
able to claim Pension Credit to
top
up
their
household
income.
The cut was part of the Welfare
Reform Act that was voted for
in 2012, yet it’s only now that
the UK Government has
signalled its intention to
implement this clause without
debate or a vote in the House
of Commons – seven years and
two governments after it was
voted on.
Age UK has pointed out
couples claiming in the future
could be nearly £140 a week
worse off than before the
change – an incredible £7000per-year
cut
for
some
pensioners. And the UK already
has the lowest state pension in

the
developed
world,
according to OECD figures.
Pensioners living in poverty is
not a myth, it is a reality for far
too many.
According to the Joseph
Rowntree Foundation, one in
six pensioners in the UK
already lives in poverty – up
from one in ten just over 20
years ago.
How
this
heartless
Tory
Government can think to
implement a cut to a vital
pension top-up at this time is
unbelievable.
Indeed, the Joseph Rowntree
Foundation’s UK Poverty 2018
Report
highlighted
that
previous falls in pensioner
poverty were in part due to the
introduction of Pension Credit.
The evidence is clear – this cut
must be reversed.
My SNP colleague Neil Gray MP
attempted to force a debate in
Westminster on the issue to
allow MPs to vote on the
change,
but
he
was
unfortunately unsuccessful.
In
sharp
contrast
to
Westminster, the SNP Scottish
Government’s budget, which
was outlined in Holyrood
recently, confirms the party’s
commitment to older people.
The Scottish budget provides
more than £100million to
tackle
fuel
poverty
and
improve the energy -efficiency
of Scotland’s homes.
Moreover,
the
Scottish
Government will continue to

provide a concessionary bus
pass for everyone aged over 60
and eligible disabled people in
Scotland, allowing Scotland’s
older people and disabled
people to travel for free on
local or Scottish long-distance
buses.
The
Scottish
Government
cannot be expected to mitigate
for the incompetence of a Tory
Cabinet that Scotland didn’t
vote for, implementing failed
policy that will make our
citizens poorer. It’s time the
Tories listened to the united
voices
of
SNP
MPs,
stakeholders and charities and
scrapped this ridiculous cut.
In an independent Scotland,
we could guarantee Scotland
gets the policies that it votes
for,
saying
goodbye
to
legislation that can’t be
scrutinised and policies that
would see us worse off.
This article originally
appeared in the Daily Record.
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Scotland cannot be left at the mercy of a
dysfunctional Westminster government
By Nicola Sturgeon First Minister – 17/01/19
r e m ain. Inde e d, it is now im pos s ible to
r e c onc ile the P rim e Minis te r ’s attitude
tow ar ds Sc otland w ith her pre vious
as se r tion that the UK s hould be an equal
par tne rs hip of nations.
T he she er s c ale of the P r im e Minis te r ’s
his tor ic de fe at doe s not s e em to have
r e g is te re d w ith her , but the nature of
that loss me ans the w hole appr oach of
the UK Gove r nme nt has to c hang e .
T hroug hout the entire dis as tr ous Br e xit
pr oc ess , the inte re s ts of Scotland
have n’t eve n be e n an after thoug ht for
the
UK
Governme nt
and
the
Cons ervative P arty.
T he ove rw he lming vote to r em ain in the
E U, re pe ate d votes in the Sc ottis h
P arliame nt and the c ompr om ise option
of Sing le Marke t and Cus tom s Union
m e mbe rship, put forw ard by the Sc ottis h
Gove rnme nt, have all be e n ig no r e d .
In be ing s hut out of the proc es s, w e ar e
not, howe ver, alone . R ig ht fr om the ve r y
s tart, whe n the de c is ion to hold an EU
r e fe re ndum w as made , this Br e xit
pr oje c t has be e n all about s ee king – and
failing – to plac ate the fe uding fac tions
of the T ory p arty. N othing e lse has
m atte re d, c e rtainly not the j obs or
live lihoods of pe ople in Scotland or the
UK.
Ove r the pas t tw o -and -a-half ye ars s inc e
the B re xit re fe re ndum, m ee tings in
D owning Stre e t and phone c alls w ith the
P r ime Minis te r have be e n inte nse ly
fr us trating . I know the for me r W e ls h
Fir s t Minis ter, Carw yn J one s, s hare d
that frus tration as T he re sa May ofte n
s e eme d to be rehe ars ing pr epar ed lines
during our J oint Minis te rial Comm itte e
m e e ting s , ins te ad of eng aging w ith
alte rnative views .
T here has be e n no atte mpt to br ing
pe ople tog e the r to s e e k c ons e ns us ,
de s pite a c le ar c ommitme nt to do s o, or
to re c og nis e the narrow natur e of the
L e ave vote ac ross the UK , le t alone the
62 pe r c e nt re main vote in Sc otland.
My te le phone c all w ith the P r im e
Minis ter follow ing he r c rus hing de fe at
on T ue s day does not fill m e w ith
optimism.
T here is no indic ation, des pite he r
as se rtion that s he intends to lis te n to
othe r parties , that s he is g oing to dr op
he r “ red line s” that are re s pons ible for
the dire s ituation both Sc otland and the
U K find themse lves in today.
N or is there any rec og nition at all that
tw o of the UK ’s four nations vote d to

I, and the new F irs t Minis ter of W ales ,
Mar k D r ake ford, have as ked for an
ur g ent m e e ting of the J oint Minis ter ial
Com m itte e .
B ut, m or e im por tantly, the r e ne e ds to
be a fundam e ntal re -think of the w ay the
U K Gove r nm e nt doe s bus ines s. R athe r
than be ing in the lec tur ing bus ines s, the
P r ime Minis te r ne eds to be in the
lis te ning bus ines s . Ins te ad of s ee king to
bulldoze
throug h
unacc e ptable
pr opos als, s he has to take on boar d the
vie ws of othe rs .
T her e is no pr os pec t w hats oe ve r of the
P r ime Minis te r’s c ur r e nt de al be ing
pass e d at the s e cond attem pt. T hat de al
w ould m ake us poore r , it w ould drag
Sc otland out of not j us t the EU but the
Cus toms U nion and Sing le Mar ke t (w hic h
is e ig ht tim es the s iz e of the U K alone )
hitting j obs and living s tandards . It
w ould put us at a c om pe titiv e
dis advantag e c om pare d w ith N or ther n
Ir e land and it w ould alm os t c er tainly
le ad to a fall in Sc otland’s w or king
population be c aus e of the P r im e
Minis ter ’s anti -im m igr ation obs es s ion.
It w ould m e an ye ar s of fur the r dam ag ing
unc e r tainty
as
a
vag ue
politic al
de c lar ation w ill only pr ovide mor e fue l
for the inter nal dis ag re e me nts w ithin
the Gover nme nt.
T her e fore , a pr ope r plan is nee de d. In
the dis cuss ions the Pr ime Minis ter s ays
s he w ants to have with othe r par ties ,
and the de volve d g ove r nm e nts , we w ill
be m aking it c lear what we be lie ve ne e ds
to happen.
T he firs t s te p that m us t be take n is to
r ule out N o De al. This outc om e, s o
be loved of the har d Br e xite er s in the
T or y par ty, m us t be take n off the table .
D isg r ace fully, the thre at of N o D e al has
be e n us ed by the Pr im e Minis te r in an
atte m pt to for c e MP s to ac ce pt he r de al.
T hat thr e at mus t now be r e m ove d.
T he s ec ond s te p is to s top the c loc k on
B r e xit. T he P r ime Minis ter s till se e ms
unable to face up to the urg e nc y of the
s ituation w ith the U K due to le ave the
E U in le ss than thre e m onths ’ time . So,
T her es a May m us t imm e diate ly wr ite to

the EU as king to e xte nd the Artic le 50
pr oc ess and take the s te ps provide d for
in the E U W ithdraw al Ac t to remove 29
Mar c h as the date for the U K’s e xit. An
e xte ns ion w ould r equire the unanimous
s uppor t of the EU 27, w hic h me ans there
is no m ore tim e to was te .
And thir dly, now that the P rime Minis te r
has lim pe d thr oug h a vote of no
c onfidenc e, w ith a g e ne ral e lec tion
unlike ly, leg is lation mus t als o be
br ought for w ar d to hold a s e co nd
r e fe re ndum on EU m em be rs hip w ith the
option for r em ain on the ballot paper. A
s e c ond re fe re ndum w ould not guarante e
that Sc otland’s w is hes w ill pre vail,
althoug h SNP m em ber s w ould s ee k to
am e nd any leg islation w ith a “ four nation loc k” s o that the UK c o uld only
le ave w ith the ag re e me nt of all the U K ’s
nations .
T he only w ay to e nsur e that de mocratic
g uar ante e , of c our se , is for Sc otland to
be an inde pe nde nt c ountry. One of the
m os t ins truc tive and r e ve aling as pec ts
of the pe r iod s inc e the Bre xit vote is the
c ontr as t be twe e n the way Ireland has
be e n tr eate d by the E U and the
c onte m pt w ith w hic h Sc otland has
tr e ate d
by
the
We s tmins te r
Gove r nm e nt. Ir e land has rec e ive d
s olidar ity and s uppor t from all its EU
par tne rs , w hile our national interes ts
ar e ig nor e d, the pow e rs of the Sc ottis h
P ar liam e nt ar e e r ode d, and w e are le ft
at the m er c y of an inc re as ing ly
dys func tional and c haotic We s tmins te r
s ys te m .
Inde ed, the c os ts to Sc otland of not
be ing inde pe nde nt have ne ve r bee n
c le ar er .
But
w hate ve r
Scotland’s
c ons titutional futur e , it w ill be in all our
inte r es ts for the U K to have the c lose s t
poss ible re lations hip w ith Europe , and it
is tim e to put the que s tion of EU
m e m be r ship to the pe ople ag ain.

NEWSLETTER | Issue 16

5

Michael Russell: Brexit is an impending
disaster for the Highlands and Islands
By Michael Russell MSP – 10/02/19
“FROM the lone shieling on the misty
island Mountains divide us and the
waste of seas” are the opening lines
of a famous poem known as the
Canadian Boat Song.
Who wrote it is a bit of a mystery but
ever since it was first published in
1829 it has summed up the
Highlander’s experience of clearance
and exile, driven off his land and out
of his country so that, as the poem
puts it, a “degenerate lord can boast
his sheep.”
One hundred and seventy years later
the glens and straths which were
emptied remain largely uninhabited.
That is why immigration to the
Highlands and Islands of Scotland is
particularly
important
because,
speaking as a Highlands and Islands
MSP as well as a long-term resident
of a massively under inhabited
landscape, we simply don’t have
enough people to sustain our
economy or our future.
I have had a number of well publicised disagreements with Argyll
and Bute Council, the local authority
which covers my constituency, but I
agree with them that solving the
problem of depopulation is, and
must be, at the very top of our
shared list of priorities as public
representatives.
There is a simple reason for that. We
just can’t sustain the services that a
modern population needs if we rely
on the existing ageing council tax
payers who need more and more but
can afford less and less.
And if the basic services aren’t
provided
–
schools,
refuse
collection, road maintenance – then
fewer and fewer people will come
here to make their lives and we will
be trapped in a cycle of decline.
Today however we face – across the
Highlands as well as in other parts of
Scotland – a double whammy.
The ending of freedom of movement
as a result of Brexit isn’t something
to celebrate, despite the crass and
insensitive claims to the contrary by
out of touch Tory politicians. For the

Highlands and Islands – and indeed
for the whole of Scotland – it is an
impending disaster.
Twenty per cent of our working
population in the High lands will
retire within the next 10 years. We
are growing older and we are not
reproducing ourselves (there is zero
natural growth in our population) so
we must attract into our area
enough people to replace that
shrinking workforce.
Over the next decade that means
around 80,000 people, but Brexit is
already acting as a deterrent. I
regularly meet EU nationals who are
thinking about going back to their
country of origin, though they love
living here and they would dearly
like to stay.
Many are profession als – doctors,
vets, university researchers – whilst
others own businesses or work in key
sectors where there is already a
labour shortage.
Their
contribution
replaced.

cannot

be

And they also contribute massively
to our cultural and social well-being.
The second part of this crisis is to do
with Tory legislation that will follow
Brexit. A new earnings threshold of
£30,000 (a very high wage in a rural
area) means that even top jobs will
go unfilled because even if there are
no local candidat es, no incoming
workers will be allowed to apply or
stay here.
I have met with successive UK
immigration
ministers
whose
knowledge of Scotland is usually
rudimentary and whose sympathy
for the country non-existent. The
current incumbent is Caroline Nokes,
who memorably and arrogantly told
a Westminster committee last year:
“We are not going to grant an ability
to the Scottish Government that I
might not also be granting to
Lincolnshire county council.”
Her department was immovable on
the issue of Sine Hal fpenny, a fully
qualified Gaelic teacher in Canada

who had been offered a job on Mull
but who didn’t meet even the
existing lower salary threshold.
Children went untaught because of
official,
London
based,
intransigence.
The cause of the crisis in the
Highlands we are now facing is not
just the indifference of Westminster,
nor the obsession with migration
that drives the current xenophobic
Tory party. It also arises from a
chronic inequality in land ownership,
which largely still persists.
But
things
are
being
made
substantially
worse
by
Brexit.
Winnie Ewing gained a special EU
status for the Highlands which gave
access to additional help and was
crucial in the process of recovery.
Successive Scottish Governments
have continued to see the area a s a
priority, supporting the work of –
amongst others – Highlands and
Islands Enterprise and steadily
modernising the archaic land laws.
But without continued access to
European funds and, most crucially,
a continued influx of European
citizens, things wi ll start to go
backwards again.
In fact, they are already doing so.
Only independence as a full member
of the EU can stop the rot.
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If Labour backs Theresa May’s Brexit
deal, it will be a betrayal of Scotland

Government
to
pass
progressive budget.

By Ian Blackford MP – 04/02/19
The Westminster parties seem
to be on a mission to cause
maximum chaos and damage
to Scotland’s economy and
public services.
In the House of Commons, the
past week has seen Tory and
Labour MPs vote once again to
drag Scotland out of the EU
against our will, and ever
closer to a Brexit that will
destroy
jobs
and
living
standards.
Worse still, there are growing
signs Jeremy Corbyn is gearing
up to facilitate Theresa May’s
Brexit deal. Media briefings
are emerging that Labour is
planning to join with the Tories
to
block
a
second
EU
referendum and prevent any
chance of the UK staying in the
EU.
This will come as no surprise to
anyone who has followed
recent
events.
Just
last
Monday, Labour MPs had to be
shamed into voting against the
UK Government’s xenophobic
Immigration Bill after it
emerged, they initially planned
to abstain.
If Labour choose to back the
Tories on Brexit, and act as the
midwives to May’s deal, they
will be just as culpable for the
harm it will cause and for every
job lost as a result. Labour
should
know
an
entire
generation will never forgive
them
for
betraying
the
interests of our country. At
Holyrood, too, the Better
Together parties have been
working hand-in-hand in a
failed attempt to prevent the

Scottish Government
passing its Budget.

from

All in the vain hope of
engineering a crisis and
scoring petty political points –
at the expense of the country.
This kind of behaviour is
expected from the Tories, who
always
put
their
party
interests first. But Labour and
the Lib Dems refusing to
engage in talks and ruling out
doing any deal is not the kind
of grown-up politics that
people rightly expect from
their MSPs.
Perhaps the most fundamental
role of any parliament is to
agree a Budget – the spending
plans needed to fund our
public
services,
deliver
financial support for families,
and invest in the economy.
Budget talks can be tough and
tense – but for political parties
to refuse to engage in these is
a dereliction of duty.
Scottish Labour leader Richard
Leonard even went to the
extent of reprimanding those
Labour MSPs who tried to
reach a compromise – forcing
his
local
government
spokesman Alex Rowley to
withdraw a letter offering the
Scottish Government terms for
support.
In stark contrast, and to their
credit, the Scottish Greens did
engage
positively.
They
championed
their
own
spending priorities and then,
like adults, they reached an
agreement with the SNP

a

As a result, the Scottish
Government’s
Budget
will
ensure record funding for our
NHS and education system,
cash to build affordable
housing, more money to tackle
poverty and mitigate Tory cuts,
and
investment
in
infrastructure, transport and
our cities and regions.
But as Finance Secretary Derek
Mackay pointed out, the
success of our economy
continues to be under threat
from Tory and Labour plans for
Brexit – which could see the UK
crash out of the EU.
The past week has highlighted
the difference between the
Scottish Government, which is
getting on with the day job and
taking Scotland forward, and
the
Westminster
parties,
which continue to fail Scotland
and are now taking us to the
brink of disaster.
This article originally appeared
in the Daily Record.
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Scotland is an open, welcoming nation, keen
to collaborate with others across the globe
By Nicola Sturgeon First Minister - 04/02/19
By the time you read this I will be in
North America, on a five -day official
visit to the US and Canada.
This will be my third visit to the
continent as First Minister, and each
time I go, I am more aware than ever
of the importance of maintaining
strong links with our neighbours
across the pond.
Of course, the ties between Scotland
and North America go back hundreds
of years.
Many of Scotland’s most famous
sons such as Alexander Graham Bell,
Andrew Carnegie and John Muir
made their names in the US – and are
still revered on both sides of the
Atlantic.
Meanwhile, Canada’s first Prime
Minister John A McDonald was born
in Glasgow – and another Scots Canadian, th e businessman Thomas
McKay, helped found its capital city
Ottawa.
In fact, census data suggests that the
number of Americans and Canadians
claiming Scots ancestry far exceeds
the population of Scotland itself –
that is a great opportunity for our
country.
But our relationship isn’t simply
based on our shared history and
longstanding friendships – trade has
always been, and continues to be, a
key factor.
Figures published just last week
show that the USA is Scotland’s top
export destination country, with an
estimated £5.5 billion of exports in
2017 – up by 11.1% from the
previous year. That is great news for
businesses across Scotland, and the
jobs that depend on them.
Meanwhile, Canada continues to be
a top 20 export destination, worth
£580 million in 2017.
But
frankly,
our
international
successes shouldn’t come as a
surprise to any of us. For a relatively
small country, Scotland punches well
above its weight in terms of
international recognition – our food

and drink, our tourism, our academ ic
institutions,
our
life
sciences
industries and our renewable energy
potential are just some of the
economic strengths that we have to
offer the world.
And during my busy five -day visit, I’ll
be working hard to promote Scotland
as a place to live, work, study and do
business.
While in Washington DC, I will be
delivering a speech at Georgetown
University on Scotland’s place in the
world and meeting key businesses to
discuss their current investment in
Scotland as well as explore future
opportunities.
During my visit I’ll also be exploring
how we can work more closely with
like-minded state administrations on
tackling climate change. This has
been a key priority for the Scottish
Government and was a focus of my
visit to California in 2017, where I
signed an agreement with Governor
Jerry Brown.
Scotland is in many ways seen as a
world leader in tackling climate
change and this presents huge
opportunities for us to share
knowledge and expertise, with the
potential to deliver significant
economic benefits at home. Low
carbon technologies already employ
more than 50,000 people in Scotland
– for a country of our size, that’s a
significant number, and growing it is
a priority.
When I am in New York, I will hold
meetings at the United Nations. One
of the things we will discuss is the
work we do with the UN – working
with UN Women in areas of
international
development
and
equality, supporting Unicef’s work
on child poverty, and running a
special programme to help train
women
in
peace-making
negotiations in trouble d parts of the
world.
My final leg of the visit is
where I will be the
Minister to visit in over
Canada is a market of

in Canada,
first First
ten years.
increasing

importance for Scotland and I will
have the pleasure of opening the
Scottish Government’s new office in
Ottawa, Canada’s capital city, where
we will for the first time have a team
of representatives based there,
working on a daily basis to boost
economic links that will benefit
Scotland
Finally, I will visit Toronto, a ci ty
with great business links for
Scotland – while I am there, I will
have a range of meetings to discuss
partnerships in trade and, just as
importantly, social enterprise.
This visit is part of the Scottish
Government’s international strategy
to boost tra de and investment and
strengthen educational and social
links
with
priority
countries
worldwide. Scotland has always been
an outward looking country and we
have
limitless
potential
for
international partnerships. That is
why it’s essential that we do all w e
can to promote our strengths and
increase
opportunities
for
investment and collaboration. Quite
simply, these links can help to grow
our economy here at home, create
jobs and increase our national
prosperity.
There are less than two months to go
until the UK is scheduled to leave the
EU, and it beggars’ belief that the UK
Government is still unable to say
what our future trading relationship
with Europe, or indeed the rest of
the world, will look like.
Scotland has always been an open,
welcoming
nation,
keen
to
collaborate with others across the
globe – and in the midst of all the
Brexit chaos, it’s more important
than ever that we send a message to
the world that we are open for
business. That’s exactly what I’ll be
doing this week.
https://www.snp.org/first -ministernicola -sturgeons-speech-atgeorgetown-university/
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The Scottish budget: what it means for
young people
By the SNP - 03/02/19
The Finance Secretary, Derek
Mackay, has set out the
Scottish Government’s budget
plans for the year ahead.
It’s a budget that invests in
jobs and skills, tackles the cost
of living and works to ensure
everyone can afford a home of
their own. Here’s how the
Scottish budget means young
people in Scotland get the best
deal anywhere in the UK.
Investment in jobs and skills
• We
will
continue
to
develop and deliver our
devolved
employment
support service Fair Start
Scotland,
giving
individualised support to
38,000 individuals to those
facing the greatest barriers
to employment.
• We will publish a Future
Skills Action Plan in early
2019 to ensure we have the
right skills in place to
support
individuals,
employers
and
our
economy.
• We will invest over £214
million in apprenticeships
and skills, an increase of
£22 million, as we work
towards offering 30,000
opportunities per year by
2020.
• We will provide £1 million
per year to support up to
150 people on very low or
no income to retrain and
gain employment in the
digital economy.
An affordable home for all
• We will invest a record sum
of
over
£825 million
towards our pledge to build

•

50,000 affordable homes in
this Parliamentary term.
We have also ensured that
Land
and
Buildings
Transaction Tax continues
to protect those purchasing
their
first home and
support peoples as they
progress
through
the
property market, with over
80 per cent of taxpayers
paying either no tax or less
tax than in England.

Improving access to college
and university
• Access to university will
continue to be based on
ability to learn, not ability
to pay – there will be no
tuition fees with the SNP.
• We will invest over £600
million
in
Scotland’s
colleges
and
maintain
investment at over £1
billion
in
Scotland’s
universities.
• We will ensure every
eligible care-experienced
student receives a full
£8,100
non-repayable
bursary to finance their
studies.
Investing in our health service
• We will increase health
spending by almost £730
million,
increasing
the
annual health resource
budget to £13.9 billion.
• The
budget
increases
investment
in
mental
health by £27 million,
taking overall funding to
£1.1
billion,
including
improving mental health
services for young people,
and more support in
schools.

Tackling the cost of living
• We continue to have the
fairest
income
tax
anywhere in the UK with 55
per cent of taxpayers
paying less in Scotland than
they would elsewhere in
the UK.
• We will support public
sector
workers
by
delivering a pay policy that
provides a pay uplift of 3
per cent for those earning
up to £36,500.
• We will invest nearly £100
million to continue our
mitigation of the Bedroom
Tax and UK Government
welfare cuts.
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The Scottish budget: what it means for
older people
By Jennie Gollan - 01/02/19
The Scottish Government has
set out its budget plans for the
year ahead.

•

Here’s how the Scottish budget
means older people in Scotland
get the best deal anywhere in
the UK.
•

•

•

•

•

•

•

We will increase health
spending by almost £730
million,
increasing
the
annual health resource
budget to £13.9 billion.
The
budget
includes
investment of £30 million
for the rollout of ‘Frank’s
Law’ – extending free
personal care to under 65s
who require it.
We will continue to deliver
a social security system
based on dignity, fairness
and respect, committing
£435 million in assistance
directly to those who need
it most.
We will invest an additional
£37 million to support
carers through the Carer’s
Allowance Supplement.
The budget continues to
fully mitigate the ‘bedroom
tax’. We’ve ensured 70,000
households, 80 per cent of
which have a disabled
family member, don’t have
this unfair tax hanging over
them.
We will expand the Care
About Physical Activity
programme
supporting
older people in a care
setting to be more active.
We will invest a record sum
of
over
£825 million
towards our pledge to build
50,000 affordable homes in
this Parliamentary term,

•

•

•

•

the majority of which will
be for social rent.
We will continue to provide
the concessionary bus pass
for everyone aged over 60
and
eligible
disabled
people
in
Scotland,
enabling Scotland’s older
people and disabled people
to travel for free on local or
Scottish
long-distance
buses.
We will maintain funding
for housing adaptations to
help older and disabled
tenants live safely and
independently at home.
We will implement our
Social
Isolation
and
Loneliness Strategy and
deliver a framework policy
on older people.
We will progress our £320
million commitment to
construct five new NHS
elective care centres in
Clydebank,
Inverness,
Aberdeen, Dundee and
Livingston.
We will provide over £100
million to tackle fuel
poverty and improve the
energy
efficiency
of
Scotland’s homes.
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Scotland’s exports: what you need to
know
By Jennie Gollan – 30/01/19
Scotland is
economies
advantages
nations can

one of the strongest
in the world, with
and resources few
match.

For centuries, Scotland’s exports
have reached every corner of the
globe
–
and
our
trade
performance continues to grow
and strengthen.
Here’s five things you need to
know about Scotland’s exports.
Scotland’s international exports
have increased by 57.2 per cent
since the SNP came to office in
2007.
International exports, excluding
oil and gas, have increased from
£20.6 billion in 2007 to £32.4
billion in 2017. The value of
international exports is now
growing at a fastest rate since
2011 and is up 6.2 per cent since
2016.
Scotland’s
food
and
exports are booming.

drink

Whether it’s Scottish salmon sold
to seafood lovers in Japan or
Scotch Beef served up in Italian
restaurants – Scotland’s produce
is being enjoyed the world -over.
Food and drink is the largest
industry
for
international
exports, which were worth almost
£6 billion in 2017 – up 8.4 per
cent on the past year.
Nearly half of all international
exports in 2017 were to the EU –
we will fight against any extra
charges or barriers due to Brexit.
The ease of exporting into the EU
benefits Scottish businesses – big
and small – across the country. It
results in a continued growth in
EU exports, which increased by
13.3 per cent on the past year and
provided the majority of the
growth in international exports.

If Scotland is dragged out of the
EU by an economically illiterate
Tory government, our exporters
would take the hit and our
country would be left poorer for
many decades to come.
Our
analysis
shows
that
investment in Scotland will fall by
around 7.7 per cent by 2030 when
compared to full European Union
membership,
and
inevitably
almost 7,000 Scottish businesses
who export to the EU will face
more unnecessary delays and
complications. We deserve much
better than that.
We will help companies expand
through a new national export
plan, supported by over £20
million investment.
We’re on the side of growth and
innovation, and we want to help
Scottish businesses export their
products and services to strategic
markets.
The new plan, published by spring
of this year, will give an
additional boost to Scotland’s
overseas exports by effectively
focusing
resources
on
the
markets that have the greatest
potential.
We are establishing Innovation
and Investment Hubs in Dublin,
London, Brussels, Berlin and
Paris as part of wider work to
support
trade,
investment,
innovation
and
intergovernmental relations with
Europe.
As part of our wider work to
support
trade,
investment,
innovation
and
intergovernmental
relations
with
Europe,
we’re
expanding
Scotland’s international presence
and making new connections.

The Hubs provide a platform for
collaborative activity to increase
exports and attract investment to
Scotland.
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The Scottish budget: what it means for
businesses
By Jennie Gollan – 28/01/19
The Finance Secretary, Derek
Mackay, has set out the
Scottish Government’s budget
plans for the year ahead.
•
In the face of the chaos and
confusion of Brexit, this
budget offers stability and
protects
Scotland’s
public
services.
It’s a budget that ensures
Scotland is the best place to do
business and invest, and that
our economy can meet the
challenges and seize the
opportunities of the future.

•

Here’s how.

•

•

•

•

•

•

Businesses will continue to
benefit from the Small
Business Bonus, ensuring
100,000 businesses play no
rates whatsoever. This is
part of a relief package
worth more than £750
million, the most generous
anywhere in the UK.
As part of this package, we
will also provide a ten-year
rates relief for new fibre
broadband installations.
We will provide £1 million
per year to support up to
150 people on very low or
no income to retrain and
gain employment in the
digital economy.
We will provide £130
million
towards
the
establishment of a Scottish
National Investment Bank,
paving the way for the Bank
to become operational in
2020 leading to a step
change in innovative and
inclusive growth.
We will create a £50 million
Town Centre Fund as part

•

•

•

•

of a wider package of
business support measures
to drive local economic
activity.
We will invest over £6.3
million to continue the
delivery of the National
Manufacturing Institute to
make Scotland a world
leader
in
advanced
manufacturing.
We will also establish an
Advanced
Manufacturing
Challenge Fund of up to £18
million to ensure all parts
of Scotland benefit from
developments in advanced
manufacturing.
We will invest £5 million as
the first phase of our threeyear £20 million plan to
boost exports by directly
supporting
more
companies to sell their
products abroad.
We will invest a record sum
of
over
£825 million
towards our pledge to build
50,000 affordable homes in
this Parliamentary term.
We
will
continue
to
develop and deliver our
devolved
employment
support service Fair Start
Scotland,
giving
individualised support to
38,000 individuals facing
the greatest barriers to
employment.
This year we will continue
to support agreed City
Region Deals in Glasgow,
Aberdeen, Inverness and
Edinburgh, and will secure
fully agreed City Region
Deals for Stirling and
Clackmannanshire and for
the Tay Cities Region.
Overall, £5 billion will be
invested this year in

•

infrastructure,
including
£1.7 billion in our transport
infrastructure. This will
include expanding electric
trains and taking forward
our commitment to dual
the A9.
We will continue to support
the £150 million Building
Scotland Fund to support
new
house
building,
develop new low carbon
commercial property and
support
research
and
development.
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Useful Links
SNP Sites

Council Sites

SNP

Argyll & Bute Council Home Page

Helensburgh SNP

Argyll & Bute Councillor List

Brendan O'Hara MP

West Dunbarton Council

Parliamentary Sites

Community Council Sites

Scottish Parliament

Helensburgh Community Council

Scottish Government

Rhu and Shandon Community Council

UK Parliament

Causes

European Parliament

All of Us First

Independence Sites

Ban the Bomb

Yes Helensburgh and Lomond

Other Sites

Business for Scotland

Make a Freedom of Information Request

Indyposterboy

Scot Fact

Bellacaledonia

What Scotland Thinks

Wings Over Scotland

Scot Cen

Independent Scotland

www.scottishhistory.com

Wee Ginger Dug

www.scotland.org

News Media Sites

The United Nations

The National
Herald Scotland

FEEDBACK & COMMENTS
Email to patrick.johnstone@virgin.net

Helensburgh Advertiser Opinion

HOT TOPICS
22nd February 2019
Key issues to watch in the coming week:
• The Stage 1 debate on the Human Tissue Bill will take place on Tuesday 26th February.
• On Wednesday 27th February, the House of Commons will debate a motion on the UK's Withdrawal from the EU.
• On Thursday 28th February there will be Ministerial Statements on the impact on Scotland of the UK immigration
policy after leaving the EU and on the delivery of devolved benefits. The Stage 1 debate on the Census Bill will
also take place on Thursday 28th February.
In the News
• Better sanitary facilities for disabled people
• £40m charitable bonds funding for affordable homes
• Farming and climate change
• New analysis: Scottish economy bucks UK trend with increased growth
• Increase in mental health workforce
• Reducing single use plastic
• Bank closures ‘unjustifiable’ after rise in profits
• Economic impact of ‘No Deal’ Brexit
• Tory hypocrisy on council tax revealed
• Access to financial support for students expanded
• Support to reduce waiting times
Parliamentary business
Holyrood
• Ministerial Statement: Response to the latest EU Exit vote in Westminster
• Scottish Government Debate: Scottish Rate Resolution
• Stage 1: Fuel Poverty (Target, Definition and Strategy) (Scotland) Bill
• Stage 3 Debate: Budget (Scotland) (No.3) Bill
Westminster
• PMQs: Scotland deserves better than broken Westminster
• PMQs: MP dad issues paternity leave plea to Prime Minister
• Prime Minister cannot duck scrutiny over Brexit deal economic impact
Social Media
Twitter
A ‘No Deal’ Brexit could have a significant impact on Scotland’s economy. What
the #ScotBudget delivers for Scotland.
Facebook
We will always make it clear that EU citizens are welcome.
Tories raised Parking charges and scrapped free parking.
Tory welfare spokesperson Michelle Ballantyne: “there’s no such thing as the Bedroom Tax”.
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IN THE NEWS
BETTER SANITARY FACILITIES FOR DISABLED PEOPLE
A change in legislation is proposed to help more people across Scotland with complex care needs take part in everyday
activities such as travel, shopping, family days out or sporting events.
The Scottish Government launched a consultation on proposals to introduce a requirement for Changing Places Toilets
through revisions to the building standards system.
Minister for Local Government, Housing and Planning Kevin Stewart welcomed the new proposals: “These changes
to building standards will improve the lives of thousands of families who are severely restricted by a lack of facilities
and as a result find themselves excluded from their communities and travel. I strongly encourage people to take part
in this extremely important consultation.”
The Scottish Government press release can be found here.
£40M CHARITABLE BONDS FUNDING FOR AFFORDABLE HOMES
The £40 million additional investment in charitable bonds for 2019/20 is expected to generate £10 million of donations,
with the grant donations created by the programme so far having already provided funding for over 250 homes for
social rent.
Housing Minister Kevin Stewart said: “The government’s innovative use of charitable bonds is making a real
contribution to the delivery of our target to deliver 50,000 affordable homes by March 2021. The interest on these
loans enables us to create a grant fund to support the development of social rented homes in communities across
Scotland.
“To date, the government has invested £115 million in the charitable bonds programme which will provide development
finance for over 1,000 affordable homes.”
The Scottish Government press release can be found here.
FARMING AND CLIMATE CHANGE
Four young farmers and crofters have been appointed to champion a cultural and behavioural shift towards lowcarbon,
environmentally sustainable farming in Scotland. The Young Farmer Climate Change Champions will work through
peer-to-peer learning to highlight how farmers can improve efficiency, reduce greenhouse gas emissions, reduce costs,
and enhance the sustainability of their businesses.
Making the announcement, Rural Affairs Minister Mairi Gougeon said: “By driving this shift towards low-carbon,
environmentally sustainable farming, the four champions will demonstrate the benefits of reducing the use of certain
fertilisers, reduce the intensity of our meat production, and encourage the uptake of carbon sequestration through
working with the natural environment on their farms and crofts. This is a really exciting initiative, which I look forward
to seeing develop and prosper in the months ahead.”
The Scottish Government press release can be found here.
NEW ANALYSIS: SCOTTISH ECONOMY BUCKS UK TREND WITH INCREASED GROWTH
Scotland’s economy grew faster than any part of the UK outside London between 2017 and 2018 – while bucking the
UK slowdown, according to new analysis. According to the analysis by academics at the Economic Statistics Centre of
Excellence, growth across the UK fell from 1.8% to 1.4% year on year, while in Scotland growth increased 1.6% to 1.7%
– bucking the UK trend over the same time period.
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Commenting, Gordon Macdonald said: “This analysis shows that the fundamentals of the Scottish economy are strong.
With economic growth rising in Scotland and falling elsewhere across the UK, Tory claims that Scotland is somehow
uncompetitive have been thoroughly debunked.”
INCREASE IN MENTAL HEALTH WORKFORCE
More people will be able to access mental health support with over 100 additional mental health workers in key
settings recruited across Scotland as of January 2019. This puts the workforce on track to reach 800 additional staff by
2022.
Minister for Mental Health Clare Haughey said: “Through our 10-year Mental Health Strategy we are committed to
ensuring people get the right help at the right time, free from stigma, and where mental ill-health is treated with the
same commitment as physical ailments. I welcome the progress we have made so far, with 39 out 40 actions in our
strategy either complete or underway. But I’m determined to go further.”
The Scottish Government press release can be found here.
REDUCING SINGLE USE PLASTIC
At Scotland’s International Marine Conference on Wednesday, First Minister Nicola Sturgeon, announced a £175,200
campaign promoting the use of re-usable sanitary products to reduce the more than 100 billion pieces of sanitary
waste disposed of every year.
The First Minister said: “This new campaign to promote re-usable sanitary products expands our existing efforts to
tackle the problem of single use plastic. Following the successful introduction of legislation to ban plastic microbeads
in rinse-off personal care products, we are the first in the UK to commit to a ban on plastic stemmed cotton buds.”
The Scottish Government press release can be found here.
BANK CLOSURES ‘UNJUSTIFIABLE’ AFTER RISE IN PROFITS
The SNP has called on Bank of Scotland to reverse plans to close bank branches across Scotland, after Lloyds Banking
Group unveiled a huge increase in profits for the year. Sandra White recently led a debate in the Scottish Parliament
condemning the Bank of Scotland’s proposed closure of seven branches across Scotland – including Glasgow St
George’s Cross in her own constituency.
Sandra White said: “High street banks are hugely important to communities across Scotland – people and businesses
depend on them to help keep local economies running. The SNP will continue our fight to save these banks. The Bank
of Scotland, and others, should recognise there’s little sense in their plans to axe high street branches.”
ECONOMIC IMPACT OF ‘NO DEAL’ BREXIT
A ‘No Deal’ Brexit could have a dramatic impact on Scotland’s economy, with the potential for national Gross Domestic
Product (GDP) to fall by up to 7%, according to a new report by the Scottish Government’s Chief Economist.
The paper, ‘No Deal’ Brexit – Economic Implications for Scotland, sets out two potential ’No Deal’ scenarios, one of
which would see short term disruption to supply chains lasting for a number of months, with the second scenario
looking at an extended period of disruption.
Potential impacts to the economy of these two scenarios include:
• Scotland’s trade with the EU would be significantly impaired, with a potential drop in Scottish exports by 10%-20%
• Heightened economic uncertainty, which could reduce business investment in Scotland by £1 billion in 2019
• A fall in exports and overseas investment, coupled with a broader economic slowdown, could result in a 10% - 30%
depreciation in sterling
• International net migration into Scotland, currently +13,000 a year, would be expected to fall, and potentially turn
negative, as a result of a depreciation in Sterling and wider economic slowdown
3

•

•
•

An economic slowdown would be expected to result in the rate of unemployment increasing to between 5.5% 8%, from current the current rate of below 4%. The top end of this rate would be equivalent to unemployment
rising by around 100,000
Collectively, these pressures could push the Scottish economy into recession during 2019, with the potential for
GDP to contract by between 2.5%-7%
Scottish Government research has already shown that the UK Government’s proposed Brexit deal could see a 6%
fall in GDP by 2030, worth over £1,600 per person in Scotland.

Commenting on the publication of the report, Economy Secretary Derek Mackay said: “The economic harm of Brexit
will be exacerbated if the UK Government decides to crash out of the EU without a deal. Such an outcome, which the
Prime Minister refuses to rule out, represents a clear and present danger to Scotland’s economy…these impacts have
the potential to push the Scottish economy into a deep recession, similar in scale to the financial crash of 2008.”
The Scottish Government press release can be found here.
TORY HYPOCRISY ON COUNCIL TAX REVEALED
Colin Beattie has hit out at the Conservative Party’s hypocrisy on council tax as three councils – propped by Tory
councillors – have given the green light to increase current council tax rates by 4.79%. Labour minority run councils
in Midlothian, East Lothian and West Lothian are the first in Scotland to give their backing to the full council tax
increase. In all cases, this was only possible with the help on Tory councillors.
Colin Beattie said: “The scale of Tory hypocrisy truly knows no bounds … While the party’s top brass in Holyrood try
to distance themselves from this blatant insincerity, the public won’t have the wool pulled over their eyes as the
Tories try to con voters with their empty promises.”
ACCESS TO FINANCIAL SUPPORT FOR STUDENTS EXPANDED
A major expansion of postgraduate funding has been announced, with funding for students on Research Masters
courses to be made available for the first time. This move will ensure that students can access all types of Masters
study without financial barriers.
Tuition fee loans of up to £5,500 and living cost loan support of up to £4,500 will be made available to Scottish
postgraduate students on Research Masters courses from the coming academic year onwards. This expands on support
previously made available to taught postgraduate courses and distance learning postgraduate students.
Announcing the expansion of support, Minister for Higher Education Richard Lochhead said: “Research students in
Scotland are working on the cutting edge of modern thinking. This expansion in funding will allow more students than
ever before to pursue postgraduate study without financial barriers. This includes EU students, whose interests the
Scottish Government is committed to protecting in light of Brexit.”
The Scottish Government press release can be found here.
SUPPORT TO REDUCE WAITING TIMES
Health boards are being supported to drive down the length of time patients wait for procedures through an
investment of almost £27 million. This funding is the initial tranche of investment allocated through the £850 million
Waiting Times Improvement Plan that aims to substantially and sustainably improve waiting times for outpatient and
inpatient appointments and day cases by Spring 2021.
Announcing the initial allocation, Health Secretary Jeane Freeman said: “This initial funding to health boards will help
improve performance with recruitment of additional nursing staff, new equipment, staff cover and further weekend
and evening clinics."
The Scottish Government press release can be found here.
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PARLIAMENTARY BUSINESS
HOLYROOD
MINISTERIAL STATEMENT: RESPONSE TO THE LATEST EU EXIT VOTE IN WESTMINSTER
On Tuesday, the Cabinet Secretary for Government Business and Constitutional Relations Michael Russell gave a
statement to Parliament in response to the latest EU exit vote in Westminster.
Making the statement, Michael Russell said: “The date on which the United Kingdom is scheduled to leave the EU is
now 38 days away. That equates to 18 sitting days in this Parliament, including today. Yet there is still no resolution of
the chaos that prevails at Westminster, no consensus about the way forward, no relief from the incompetence of the
current UK Government and no respect for the decision of this country and this Parliament decisively against Brexit.
Indeed, with every day that passes, the unrealistic, irresponsible and—in terms of realisable outcomes—impossible
approach of the Prime Minister serves only to heighten uncertainty for communities, citizens and businesses across
Scotland to an intolerable degree and increase the risk of a no-deal exit.”
The Official Report can be found here.
SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT DEBATE: SCOTTISH RATE RESOLUTION On
Tuesday, the Scottish Parliament approved the Scottish Rate resolution for 2019-20.
In opening for the Scottish Government, Minister for Public Finance Kate Forbes, said: “Our income tax proposals will
continue to follow the four key tests that we introduced in 2017. First, our income tax policy will protect the lowestpaid
taxpayers. Secondly, it will improve progressivity. Thirdly, it will raise additional revenue to maintain and promote
Scottish public services. Fourthly, when taken in conjunction with our spending plans, it will support the Scottish
economy.”
In closing she said: “Our income tax policy proposals freeze all rates, increase the starter and intermediate rate bands
by inflation and freeze the higher and top rate thresholds. That ensures that 55 per cent of Scottish taxpayers will
continue to pay less than they would pay if they lived elsewhere in the UK, and Scotland will continue to be the
fairesttaxed and the lowest-taxed part of the UK.”
The Official Report can be found here.
STAGE 1: FUEL POVERTY (TARGET, DEFINITION AND STRATEGY) (SCOTLAND) BILL
The Scottish Parliament unanimously backed the general principles of the Fuel Poverty Bill at Stage 1 on Wednesday.
The bill has three main aims. The first to set a target that, by 2040, no more than 5% of Scottish households are in fuel
poverty with the second to establish a new definition of fuel poverty that better aligns fuel poverty with relative
income poverty. Third, the Bill ensures that a new, long term Fuel Poverty Strategy be prepared, published and laid
before Parliament – a draft of which has already been published.
The Minister for Local Government, Housing and Planning Kevin Stewart said: “In this day and age, it is unacceptable
that any Scottish household should have to choose between having the heating on and cooking their dinner. To become
a fairer and just society, it is crucial that we make real headway towards ending the scourge of fuel poverty.”
The Official Report can be found here.
The Scottish Government press release can be found here.
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STAGE 3 DEBATE: BUDGET (SCOTLAND) (NO.3) BILL
On Thursday, the Scottish Parliament has approved the 2019-20 Scottish Budget which provides £42.5 billion of
investment in Scotland’s public services and economy.
In opening, for the Scottish Government, Finance Secretary Derek Mackay said: “This year, unionist parties might have
been in the room, but credible budget alternatives were absent, with the Liberal Democrats and the Tories putting their
constitutional obsession before public services and those in the Labour Party too busy arguing among themselves. It
was only the Greens who engaged constructively.”
In closing he said: “When it comes to the budget, we are proposing a £733 million increase in NHS resources, that will
increase the total spending in the NHS to £13.9 billion. There will be a real-terms increase for local government of £300
million. There will be £2.4 billion for education, enterprise and skills, and enhancing social security; and £5 billion on
capital investment, supporting our infrastructure for now and the future. We are expanding the childcare of our
country; providing real-terms protection for police resource budgets; and investing in the economy through the national
investment bank. We are proposing a national infrastructure mission for Scotland; the most competitive package of
non-domestic rates relief; more support for and investment in transport; a record investment in housing and a £50
million fund for the town centres of Scotland.”
The Official Report can be found here.
The Scottish Government press release can be found here.

WESTMINSTER
PMQS: SCOTLAND DESERVES BETTER THAN BROKEN WESTMINSTER
Speaking at Prime Ministers Questions, Ian Blackford warned Theresa May was "bringing the UK economy to its knees"
with Brexit, and said Scotland would find a way out of the crisis if Westminster failed.
Ian Blackford said: "Westminster is broken. We are in the middle of a constitutional crisis and on the brink of a Brexit
disaster, and yet this place is at war with itself. The Tories and the Labour party are imploding. Scotland deserves better.
We need a way out.
“Time is running out. Three and a half thousand jobs have been lost from Honda; the NFU says that a no-deal Brexit is
the “stuff of nightmares”; and 100,000 jobs in Scotland are under threat. Prime Minister, you are bringing the UK
economy to its knees. How many warnings, how many jobs and how many resignations will it take for the Prime
Minister to stop this madness? If you do not act, Prime Minister, Scotland will.
The Hansard report can be found here.
PMQS: MP DAD ISSUES PATERNITY LEAVE PLEA TO PRIME MINISTER
David Linden - who is the father of two children who were born prematurely - has renewed calls on Theresa May at
PMQs to extend paid parental leave for parents with premature babies.
At present paternity law only allows a father to take two weeks leave, which has to be within 56 days of their child’s
birth. David Linden has been campaigning for the UK government to review parental leave for families whose child is
born early by extending the 56-day time limit and introducing greater flexibility around paternal leave.
David Linden said: “Around 100,000 babies are born prematurely every year and the challenges faced by families can
be incredibly tough…The very notion that we ask Dads to go back to work after a fortnight is as ridiculous and
insensitive.”
The Hansard report can be found here.
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PRIME MINISTER CANNOT DUCK SCRUTINY OVER BREXIT DEAL ECONOMIC IMPACT
Having secured an Urgent Question on the issue in the House of Commons, Ian Blackford ramped up pressure on the
Prime Minister to publish the UK government's economic impact analysis of her Brexit deal - warning Theresa May
cannot continue to duck scrutiny or expect MPs to vote blindfolded for her damaging deal.
Ian Blackford said: “Despite being asked countless times the Prime Minister has refused to confirm or deny whether
her government has even carried out an economic impact analysis of her deal - it is the height of irresponsibility.
Theresa May must publish an analysis on her deal immediately – and if no analysis has been produced, then she must
come clean."
The Hansard report can be found here.
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