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SNP Helensburgh Branch
STRONGER FOR SCOTLAND

SEPTEMBER 2018

Independence is on the Agenda

“National Assembly is an event for members to discuss and develop policy before it is presented
to National Council or National Conference for approval.
So when the Sustainable Growth Commission published its report on the economics of
independence, it was clear that the next step was to hand the debate over to our members at
National Assemblies.” Keith Brown MSP, Depute Leader

Helensburgh SNP AGM – Thursday 13/09/18 from 7:00pm to 9:00pm.
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UPCOMING EVENTS
Helenburgh SNP AGM
Thu 13/09/18, 7:00pm to 9:00pm
at the Civic Centre
Nominations are invited for
delegates who are regular
attendees, active in the Branch and
familiar with the resolutions.
Names to be submitted to our
Branch Secretary and £32.00 per
person to be paid at the AGM.
Contact our Branch Secretary at:
secretary@helensburghsnp.scot
Argyll & Bute Members Day
Sun 16/09/18, 12 noon at Corran
Halls, Oban.
See below for details.
SNP Annual National Conference
Sun 07/10/18 to Tues 09/10/18 at
Scottish Event Campus, Glasgow.
Dumbarton CA AGM
Wed 19/09/18 at 7:00pm at The
MacIntosh Club, 40/2 Sinclair
Street, Helensburgh.

2
ALL UNDER ONE BANNER
Marches for Independence
Sat 06/10/18 – Edinburgh
Dumbarton CA will be organising
buses if you would like to book a
seat contact Marion Plunkett
(Dumbarton Organiser) at:
marionplunkettsnp@gmail.com
Yes Helensburgh & Lomond
Yes Meeting
Tue 11/09/18 at 7:30pm to 9:30pm
Parish Church Halls

PAGE INDEX
Page 2 – “Upcoming Events”
Page3/4 - “Coffee Morning at the
Commodore Hotel”, Eileen
Losekoot
Page 5 – “Our Plan to Create Jobs
and Grow the Economy”, Liam
Furby
Page 6 – “Independence is on the
Agenda”, Keith Brown
Page 7/8 – “Over to you: how the
National Assembly in Ayr put
members in charge”, Liam Furby
Page 9/10 – “SNP Growth
Commission National Assembly
Report”, Eleanor & Robert
Hunter
Page 11 – “GERS Figures
Explained”, Liam Furby
Page 12 – “Poorest in society will
pay the price for Tory and Labour
Brexit”, Mhairi Black MP
Page 13 – “As schools go back,
education reform work
continues”, John Swinney MSP
Page 14 – “The murky world of
Tory dark money”, Pete Wishart
MP
Page 15 – “Jeremy Corbyn in
Scotland: what he won’t
mention”, Liam Furby
Page 16 – “Yes Helensburgh and
Lomond – Campaign Flyers”
Page 17 – “Useful Links”

NEWSLETTER | Issue 11

Coffee Morning at the Commodore Hotel on 18/08/18
By Eileen Losekoot, Branch
Organiser, 09/09/18
On Saturday, 18 August our
members were invited to
come along to a Coffee
morning in the Commodore
Hotel, Helensburgh.
Our MP and three of our
local councillors were also
able to come along and chat
to people.
Graeme McCormack gave an
informative presentation on
Annual Ground Rent too. It
was great to have an
opportunity to get together
in an informal setting and
chat about politics or just
get to know a bit more
about our branch.
There were even a few new
members on the day! Watch
out for upcoming events
and we hope even more of
you will come along and join

us.
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Our plan to create jobs and grow the economy
the A9 and we will take
forward important projects
including
the
Maybole
bypass.

By Liam Furby, 06/09/18
Nicola Sturgeon has set out the
Scottish Government’s plan for
the year ahead. On the economy,
the Programme for Government
will ensure Scotland is a nation
inventing,
designing
and
manufacturing the innovations
that will shape the future.

Supporting businesses
o

o
Investment for the future

o

o

o

o

A new national mission on
infrastructure will see an
extra £7 billion invested by
2025-26 in hospitals, schools,
houses, transport, low carbon
technology
and
digital
connections.
A law will be introduced to
pave the way for a Scottish
National Investment B ank. A
consultation has already been
launched to ask the people of
Scotland to help shape the
bank.
We will step up our plan to
electrify
Scotland’s
road
network. Action to support
the switch to low emission
vehicles
will
include:
installing 1500 new charg e
points; supporting 20 new
‘electric towns’; investing £20
million to help people and
businesses switch to electric
vehicles; and delivering 500
new low emission vehicles for
the public sector, and over
100 new green buses.
This year the three main
contracts will be awarded for
our £600 million plan to
deliver superfast broadband
to every property in Scotland.
The largest sections of the
AWPR road will open this
weekend, with the road fully
open by the end of next year.
This year we will also see
further progress on dualling

We will invest an extra £5
million over the next three
years to support around 2,000
women to return to work
after career breaks.

Growing Scotland's exports

Here’s how, in government, we’ll
support businesses and invest for
the future.

o

o

o

A new £20 million exports
plan will provide additional
business support to ensure
that more of Scotland’s world
class produce and innovations
are enjoyed across the globe,
with the benefits realised
here at home.
As part of our new Exports
Plan, a First Minister’s export
challenge will give intense
support to 50 businesses
every year to ramp up
overseas activity and create
100 new business to business
peer mentorships per year for
new exporters.
This year we will open new
overseas offices in Paris and
Ottawa – adding to our
existing
network
of
Innovation and Investment
Hubs in London, Dublin,
Berlin and Brussels.

o

o

Attracting the best to live, work
and contribute to Scotland
o

Investing in skills and making
work fair
o

o

o

We will make fair work a
criteria for job -related public
sector grants. Payment of the
real
Living
Wage,
transparency
on
gender equal pay and exclusion of
zero-hours contracts will be a
criteria for the award grants
like
Regional
Selective
Assistance.
To help workers upskill and
retrain to prepare for future
changes in their markets, a
new
national
retraining
partnership will be set up,
working with trade unions
and employer bodies.
This year we will begin work
on a £12 million intensive
parental employment support
programme.

We
will
introduce
a
legislation to further improve
our business rates regime and
make
it
even
more
competitive. This will build on
changes made last year,
including introducing a relief
for new builds and property
improvements, and for day
nurseries.
We will introduce legislation
to establish a South of
Scotland enterprise agency to
bring a fresh approach to
business
support
and
economic growth in the
region.

o

o

We will continue to make the
case new powers to boost our
working
population
by
attracting
talent
from
elsewhere in Europe and
beyond.
We will continue to challenge
misconceptions
on
immigration in Scotland and
building on the success of the
‘We are Scotland’ marketing
campaign.
If
the
UK
insists
on
introducing fees for EU
citizens to gain settled status
after Brexit, we will meet
these for those who work in
our devolved public services.

Read more:
First Minister Nicola Sturgeon’s
Programme for Government statement
in full
Our plan for Scotland: what you need
to know
Scotland's economy: get the facts
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Independence is on the Agenda
By Keith Brown MSP, 25/08/18
It made depressing reading:
medicines will be stockpiled;
holidays will be more expensive;
and people living elsewhere in
the EU could lose access to bank
accounts.
Yet as the UK hurtles towards a
disastrous ‘no deal’ Brexit, there
has been positive news for
Scotland’s economy.
As the first of three planned
National
Assemblies
gets
underway
today
in
Ayr,
independence is firmly on the
agenda.
Members have come together to
discuss how an independent
Scotland can be a fairer, more
prosperous country.
National Assembly is an event for
members to discuss and develop
policy before it is presented to
National Council or National
Conference for appro val.
So when the Sustainable Growth
Commission published its report
on
the
economics
of
independence, it was clear that
the next step was to hand the
debate over to our members at
National Assemblies.
As well as the event in Ayr today,
I will be hosting one in Aviemore
on the 1st of September and in
Edinburgh
on
the
9th
of
September.
Each event will put the ‘why of
independence’ front and centre
as people in Scotland seek an
alternative to the doom and
despair of a no deal Brexit.
This week we’ve seen j ust how
necessary this is.
On Thursday the UK government
set out their plan for a ‘no deal’
Brexit – an outcome that their
chaotic approach
to
Brexit
negotiations is making ever -more
likely.

Scotland’s public finances are
improving. Tax revenues are
going up – both for our ‘onshore’
economy and our offshore oil and
gas sector – and our ‘notional’
deficit is falling.
This follows news that growth in
our economy has outstripped
growth across the UK over the
last year. Employment is going
up, unemployment is at a near
record low and exports are
booming.

We’re using new, innovative and
inclusive methods to engage our
members at the event – ensuring
they lead the debate.
As
well
as
the
National
Assemblies, we will also be asking
our 292 local organisations to
host discussions around the
Sustainable Growth Commission
report.
And my campaign team and I have
begun discussions with the wider
Yes family and we are extending
these meetings to trade unions,
businesses and sectoral groups.
For
me,
delivering
an
independent Scotland is about
putting our future in the hands of
the people who matter most –
everyone who lives here.
So it is fitting that we hand the
debate over to you.

There can be no doubt that
Scotland is a wealthy country.

Let's open a fresh conversation of
hope and ambition on how an
independent Scotland can be a
fairer, more prosperous country.

We are a leader in the jobs of the
future,
we’re
an
energy
powerhouse, our food and drink
is amongst the best and our
universities are world -class.

Together we will build a winning
case for independence – let’s get
to it!

But despite those enormous
strengths, similar sized nations
have performed far better for
decades
–
all
of
them
independent and most of them
with
fewer
resources
than
Scotland.
An independent Scotland would
be well placed to join them.
The
Sustainable
Growth
Commission report has opened
up a new debate on how we
achieve those high ambitions for
an independent Scotland.
With the National Assembly today
in Ayr, that debate steps up a
gear.

Keith Brown MSP is Depute
Leader of the SNP.
Read more:
A better economic future for Scotland:
what you need to know
GERS figures explained
Scotland's economy: get the facts
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Over to you: how the National Assembly in Ayr put members in charge
By Liam Furby, 29/08/18
On Saturday we held the first
of three National Assemblies in
Ayr. The event used an
innovative new format that put
members in charge of the
conversation and ensured their
voice was heard.
It was a fantastic success – the
event
was
buzzing
with
conversation and debate on
the
opportunities
of
an
independent Scotland.
We asked two members who
attended, Cameron Mauchlen
and Kirsten Oswald, how it
went for them – here’s what
they said.
Cameron Mauchlen
"The strength of any political
party
lies
within
its
membership; therefore, it is
paramount that an effort is
made to engage them. The

National Assembly which I
attended on 25 August fulfilled
its function of being a ‘forum
for members’ to ‘consider,
review and debate party
policy’.”
"The assembly moved beyond
the traditional town hall
format to utilise an Open
Space method, which allowed
participants to drive the
discussion.
The
Growth
Commissions Report provided
a prospectus of what Scotland
could be like if it was
independent and served as a
basis for the assembly’s
discussions.
The
topics
selected by the attendees
ranged from the currency of an
independent Scotland and
youth
engagement
to
infrastructure
and
GERS
figures.”
"I was able to meet Scots from
beyond my community and to
share
best
practice
and

campaigning experiences while
representing the views of both
young Scots and young SNP
members. I left the assembly
with a sense that I am joined
by fellow members who are
focused,
energised
and
motivated to convey a vision of
a
successful
independent
Scotland to our fellow citizens.
Lastly, I look forward to
National Assemblies becoming
a fixture of the Party again."
Cameron is Convener of the
SNP Ardrossan Branch
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Kirsten Oswald
"I came away from the SNP
National Assembly in Ayr with
a smile on my face and a spring
in my step after a day of
enthusiastic
debate
and
discussion with four hundred
fellow SNP members with
independence on their minds.”
"This was an interactive and
engaging
event,
putting
members at the heart of the
conversation about Scotland’s
future. From the start, we
were in control of what was
discussed and everyone had an
opportunity to contribute their
views on our future as an
independent country.”
"Members really enjoyed the
collaborative way the National
Assembly was organised. Keith
Brown our new Depute Leader
was as good as his word, and
spent the day talking with and
listening to members. It was
very useful to hear from Roger
Mullin, who sat on the Growth

Commission, and to have him
participate
in
discussions
throughout the event.”
"For me, the opportunity to
spend time with fellow SNP
members, discussing how best
to fulfil the immense potential
Scotland has, was invaluable.
The
Sustainable
Growth
Commission
Report
has
generated a wealth of ideas,
and the National Assemblies
are a great way of making sure
everyone’s views can be heard.

I’m really glad to have been
part of that."
Kirsten Oswald is Convener of
the SNP Eastwood branch and
the former MP for East
Renfrewshire.
Read more:
Keith Brown: independence is on
the agenda
A better economic future for
Scotland: what you need to know
Scotland’s economy: get the facts
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SNP Growth Commission National Assembly Report
By Eleanor & Robert Hunter,
Branch Members, 01/09/18

We recently took part in one of
3
National
Assemblies
established to gauge the
membership’s response to the
recent Growth Commission
report.
The assembly in Aviemore was
well attended, with members
from all over, but especially
from
the
Highlands
and
Aberdeenshire,
with
an
understandable focus on rural
affairs. The day was well
organised and very congenial
with no evidence of the SNP
civil war which I’d read about
in the media that morning.
After
Keith
Brown’s
introduction, Kate Forbes MSP,
a member of the GC, gave a
concise summary of the work
of the commission and the key
themes. She emphasised a 3pronged approach to growth:
population, participation and
productivity.
Most of the day an “Open
Space” format was used
whereby
members
were
invited to suggest topics for
discussion in groups with
participants then choosing
which topic groups to join or
float between. There were 15

groups before and 15 after
lunch. In this way attendees
themselves were able to set
the agenda for the day. This
felt empowering but perhaps
resulted in less detailed
discussion about the GC itself,
though it did permeate much
of
our
discussion.
Nevertheless, it was a valuable
opportunity to express and
listen to different views and
emphases
from
across
Scotland.
Discussion topics included:
land
ownership,
media,
renewables, currency, GERS,
building the economy, housing
and repopulation of the glens.
The outputs from groups were
captured, in verbal, written
and pictorial formats. Keith
Brown assured us in his
summing up that the views

expressed in each of the 3
national assemblies, along
with views from trade unions,
business, third sector and
others would influence policy.
Final word: the open space
format worked very well and
could easily be adapted to an
event
at
branch
or
constituency level.
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GERS Figures Explained
By Liam Furby, 22/08/18
Today the Scottish Government
published Government Expenditure
and Revenue Scotland – or ‘GERS’ for
short – for the year 2017-18.
GERS is produced every year and
provides estimates of total public
spending in Scotland, as well as tax
receipts for the previous five years. It
provides a snapshot of Scotland’s public
finances – as part of the UK – but is far
from the full picture.
Here’s what you need to know.

And, when it comes to capital
investment, which accounts for
spending on public infrastructure like
hospitals and schools, spending is £379
higher per head in Scotland than in the
UK as a whole.
Scotland’s public finances are in line
with the UK outside of London
Office for National Statistics figures
show that Scotland’s revenue per head
is the fourth highest of any UK nation or
region.

Scotland’s onshore economy grew by
£2 billion in 2017-18

GERS figures don’t take account of the
impact of Brexit

Onshore revenues - excluding North
Sea revenues – increased by £2 billion
between 2016-17 and 2017-18. North
Sea revenue also grew from £266
million to £1.3 billion. Meanwhile,
Scotland’s notional deficit fell by £1.1
billion in 2017-18 – a 10.8 per cent drop
– and stood at 7.9 per cent of GDP.

Our long-term economic success is now
threatened by Brexit - something that
isn’t captured by GERS. Analysis
published
by
the
Scottish
Government shows that leaving the EU
could reduce Scottish tax revenues by
between £1.7 billion and £3.7 billion a
year by 2030. For the Scottish economy
as a whole, it could cost up to £12.7
billion a year by 2030.

Scotland’s economy is strong
•

•

•

•

Scotland’s employment rate is
increasing and unemployment is
falling. On both youth and female
employment,
Scotland
is
outperforming the UK as a whole.
Over the last year Scotland’s
economy has grown faster than the
UK as a whole.
Scotland’s exports have increased
by 44.7 per cent since the SNP
came to office in 2007.
Scotland is the top destination in
the UK, outside London, for foreign
direct investment.
Health and education spending
remains higher than across the UK

GERS shows that the Scottish
Government is investing £157 more per
head than the UK Government on
health, and £217 more on education.
The SNP Scottish Government is also
investing more in growing our
economy. Spending on economic
development in Scotland is higher than
the UK as a whole – to the tune of £109
per head.

GERS tells us about Scotland’s
finances within the UK and very little
about the opportunities we can seize
in an independent Scotland
Scotland is rich in human talent and
natural resources. But we lack the
economic levers to maximise growth in
our economy, and invest according to
our own priorities. Even after the Smith
Commission
powers
are
fully
implemented, 71 per cent of taxes
raised in Scotland will be controlled in
Westminster.
The figures used also factor in UK
government spending choices – for
example on Trident – which would be
entirely different under an independent
Scottish Government. And, our ability
to grow our population – and our tax
base – is held back by UK government
migration policy too.
In an independent Scotland, the
Scottish Government could design
policies that are tailored to Scotland’s –
not
the
UK
government’s
–
circumstances. Professor Graeme Roy -

director of the Fraser of Allander
Institute - has said: "If the very purpose
of independence is to take different
choices about the type of economy and
society that we live in, then a set of
accounts based upon the world today
will tell us little about the long-term
finances of an independent Scotland."
An independent Scotland could tackle
the deficit we would inherit from the
UK without austerity
We reject the Tories’ failed austerity
economics. The Sustainable Growth
Commission has shown that we can
increase public spending year on year in
real terms, while reducing the deficit
inherited from the UK.
If the Commission’s proposals had been
followed in the ten years to 2019-20,
the Scottish Government’s budget
would have gone up. Instead,
Westminster will have cut £3.6 billion
from Scotland’s budget by the end of
the decade.
And all of this doesn’t take into account
the opportunities of increased growth
from an independent Scotland having
an economic policy tailored to
Scotland’s needs.
Read more about the Sustainable
Growth Commission here.
Read more:
Scotland's economy - get the facts.
Scotland’s strong export performance:
get the facts
Employment in Scotland: get the facts

NEWSLETTER | Issue 11

12

Poorest in society will pay the price for Tory and Labour Brexit
costing Scotland
£12.7 billion a
membership of the single market
By Mhairi Black MP, 27/08/18
mess
year or the equivalent of £2,300
for every single person in the
country.

The UK government have been
forced to admit that food,
medicines and blood would all
need to be stockpiled to prevent
them running out.
Families would face soaring
prices
when
shopping
for
everyday goods, and increased
charges on holidays and overseas
purchases.
While the many businesses that
rely on crucial trade with our
largest export market would see a
huge increase in costs, red tape
and bureaucracy.
The damage to the Scottish
economy would be catastrophic –
with a nine per cent hit to GDP,

Around 80,000 jobs would be lost
in Scotland alone, and Tory
Chancellor Philip Hammond has
admitted that borrowing would
go up by around £80 billion a year
– obliterating any chance of
reducing the UK’s rising national
debt.
Unbelievably, the new Foreign
Secretary Jeremy Hunt, who
made such a mess of the NHS in
England as Health Secretary, has
said it’ll all be ok because he
thinks the UK will probably
“survive” Brexit – as though
we’re living through some kind of
disaster movie and our best hope
is to just about get by.
It’s staggering, and
utterly
irresponsible,
that
the
UK
government are even flirting with
the prospect of walking away
from the EU in March with no deal
whatsoever – but the truth is
their reckless plan for a hard
Brexit, where we terminate our

and customs union, wouldn’t be
much better.
Hundreds of thousands of people
across the UK would still face
losing their jobs and millions of
families would see their incomes
hit
and
living
standards
squeezed.
Both Theresa May and Jeremy
Corbyn know that leaving the EU
will make the whole country
poorer and worse off – and it is
shameful
that
they
are
deliberately putting the narrow
interests of their parties ahead of
the interests of the country.
As ever, it will be working people
and those on the lowest incomes
that will be hardest hit.
Corbyn might claim he’s a
socialist but there’s nothing
remotely
left -wing
about
destroying jobs, ruining our
public finances, or damaging the
incomes and living standards that
ordinary families rely on to put
food on the table.
The SNP will continue to provide
the real opposition that Labour
have completely failed to deliver.
The
UK
government
must
immediately rule out a no deal
Brexit, and the Tories and Labour
must finally get behind our
compromise plan to remain in the
single market and customs union.
Short of staying in the EU, as
Scotland voted overwhelmingly
for, that is the best and only way
to protect jobs and prosperity.
Read more:
Scotland’s Brexit plan: protecting jobs
and living standards
What is Labour’s position on Brexit?
How a no deal Brexit will affect our
daily lives
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As schools go back, education reform work continues
By John Swinney MSP, 16/08/18
As schools go back this week,
education is once again a hot
topic of conversation.
At the end of last term we
finished the school year on a
high, with a landmark agreement
to fast-track the reform of
education in Scotland.
Of course, there has been
criticism from some corners t hat
the Education Bill should have
been introduced to Parliament.
Equally there has been a lot said
about whether legislation was
ever necessary to achieve the
change we want to see within the
education system.
There will always be differing
views on how best to improve
attainment and ensure all of
Scotland’s young people are
given an equal opportunity to
excel. The one thing we are all in
agreement over is that we must
do everything within our power
to ensure our education system is
the best it possibly can be.
So let me make the position
absolutely clear.
This government’s number one
priority remains education. My
focus for the new term will be
improving
attainment
and
ensuring excellence and equity
for all, as it has been since I took
up post.
You may not agree with how I
choose to achieve this, but you
cannot accuse me of trying to do
any less.

What is the SNP education
reform plan?
✅ Investing £750 million to
tackle
the
attainment
gap
between pupils from the least
and most wealthy backgrounds

✅ Increasing teacher numbers.
The number of teachers has
increased by 543 between 2016
and 2017.
✅ More freedom for schools to
make their own decisions.
✅ Increasing parent and family
involvement in schools.
✅ Gathering more and better
information on the progress of
children.
Legislation to help implement
reform would be extremely useful
and is a valid route to pursue. It
would set out clear, and
consistent standards for every
local authority in Scotland and
make it a legal requirement for
these to be met.
I am not entirely dismissing this
option. If sufficient progress is
not made throughout the next
year I will return to Parliament
with the Education Bill and
introduce it.
But this isn’t about party
politicking and political point
scoring. This is about doing what
is right for Scotland’s schools.
I have been listening to many
voices throughout this debate
and the clear message I have
received is that those working on
the frontline believe they can
achieve the same results faster,
with fewer distractions. Anyone
with a genuine interest in
delivering the best possible
outcomes for our young people
should surely welcome this
approach.
Recently
there
have
been
questions raised about the next
steps for education reform. Let
me give the reassurance that
work to progress reform has
never stopped.
We have been working closely
with
local
government

throughout the summer to take
forward the changes that will
improve our education system.
More
control
for
schools,
teachers and parents is on the
way. Our Regional Improvement
Collaboratives – groups created
to share expertise and best
practice at a local level – are
already established with further
detailed plans due to be
published soon.
An independent panel on care er
pathways
for
teachers
has
already been set up. I want our
teachers to know there will be
exciting
and
challenging
opportunities to enrich their
career. Good news for teachers
and good news for our learners
who will benefit from enhanced
expertise and experience.
A comprehensive action plan for
parental involvement will be
published next week and the new
Scottish Learner Panel, enabling
young people to help shape
national education policy, will
begin its work in the Autumn.
Reform is already gathering p ace.
Whether we go down a legislative
route or not our focus for the new
term remains resolute.
This has been billed as the best
chance in a generation to make
radical improvements to our
schools. I am committed to this
challenge and I believe our
education system is too.
This article originally appeared
in the Herald.
Read more:
Empowering schools, teachers and
parents
Deputy First Minister John Swinney’s
address to SNP conference
Our action for families with young
children
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The murky world of Tory ‘dark money’
By Pete Wishart, 12/08/18

the secretive Scottish Unionist
Association Trust (SUAT) . SUAT

The key questions
Davidson:

has in fact donated vast sums to
the campaigns of current Tory
MPs and MSPs, including the
Scottish Secretary David Mundell.

Were all donations from the SUAT
permissible?

SUAT also paid the salaries of
David
Mundell’s
campaign
managers at the last two general
elections
–
something
he
reportedly failed to declare.
Bizarrely, one trustee of the SUAT
– a Tory lobbyist – claimed that
the £320,000 of donations came
from investing the proceeds from
“tombolas and raffles”.
As Theresa May’s government
teeters on the edge of implosion
over Brexit, desperate Tory chiefs
are rattling the donation tin. Last
month millionaire Tory donors
blew tens of thousands of pounds
to secure luxury dinners with
ministers, -private hunting trips
and a ride in Jacob Rees-Mogg’s
Bentley
during
a
-lavish
fundraiser.
It’s a murky world.
Scratch the surface, and you’ll
discover that the Tories depend
on a tiny group of rich men to
survive. Just 62 of them in total!
Scratch a bit deeper, and you’ll
find Russian oligarchs and their
associates donating millions to
the Conservative Party.
Tory central office even accepted
£20,000 from a Vladimir Putin
crony to lunch with Ruth
Davidson.
True to form, the Scottish Tory
leader has dodged questions
about the donation. Davidson’s
also been ducking questions
about her own local difficulties
over donations.
Investigations by the Ferret have
revealed that the Scottish Tories
accepted almost £320,000 from

With ambiguity over the legal
status of the trust, and in the
absence of public accounts,
questions have been raised about
whether donations from the trust
were permissible at all. To date,
Ruth Davidson has dodged all
questions
on
dark
money
donations.
When Scottish Tory MPs have
been challenged on the issue,
they’ve struggled to defend the
donations.
The questions for the Scottish
Tories don’t stop there. A BBC
Northern Ireland investigation
has revealed that former Scottish
Tory Vice-Chair and candidate,
Richard Cook, is the chair of the
another secretive body, the
Constitutional Research Council
(CRC).
The DUP were forced to admit
that the CRC were behind an
anonymous £425,000 donation
made to them during the EU
referendum.
The
BBC
investigation also raised serious
questions about Richard Cook’s
business dealings.

Despite all of this, Ruth Davidson
still dodges all questions and
refuses to take any action.

for

Ruth

What has the SUAT donated to
the Scottish Tories and what
checks were in place before
accepting th ese large donations?
Were the candidate expense
returns for the three candidates
we know received money from
SUAT properly completed?
Did
the
Tory
candidates
personally
check
the
permissibility
of
these
donations?
Has
Ruth
Davidson’s
party
accepted any donations from the
same donors who gave money to
the
Constitutional
Research
Council?
The Chief Executive of the
Electoral Reform Society, Darren
Hughes, has said that such a lack
of
transparency
on
party
donations is “not healthy for
democracy".
It’s
time
the
Electoral
Commission got to grips with the
dark money swirling around the
Tories.
Anonymous
donations
were
supposed to be a thing of the
past. The Tories can’t be allowed
to undermine our democratic
process in this way. And Ruth
Davidson can’t be allowed to
dodge the serious questions she
has to answer.

Read more:
Our NHS isn't safe in Tory hands
Tory Ministers don’t understand
devolution, far less respect it
5 Tory policies that Ruth Davidson
knows are hurting Scotland but still
supports
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Jeremy Corbyn in Scotland: what he won’t mention
By Liam Furby, 20/08/18
Jeremy Corbyn is in Scotland
this week. The Labour Leader is
keen to promote his party’s
policies but not so keen to talk
about Labour’s record in
government.

Labour’s
General
Election
manifesto this year backed the
renewal of Trident. In 2016
most Labour MPs backed a
Tory motion to proceed a new
generation of nuclear weapons
on the Clyde.

– a level higher than in
England.
In Scotland, the SNP scrapped
Labour’s back-door tuition
fees in 2008.

Here are a few things Jeremy
Corbyn won’t be talking about
in Scotland.

🙊 Labour promise publicsector railways but do nothing
to deliver them

🙊 Labour’s Brexit policy risks
jobs

In
Welsh
Labour’s
2016
manifesto, they said that they
“...will deliver a new, not-forprofit, rail franchise from
2018…” Yet this year Labour
awarded
a
new
15-year
franchise
to
a
private
operator.

What is Labour's position on
Brexit?
Sign the scrap Trident petition
Our plan for Scotland: tackling
poverty and inequality

Jeremy Corbyn has pledged a
‘jobs first’ Brexit but it’s not
entirely clear what Labour’s
Brexit policy actually is. We do
know that they want to take
the UK out the Single Market, a
policy that would put 80,000
jobs in Scotland at risk within a
decade.
🙊 In Wales, Labour has
chosen not to mitigate the
Bedroom Tax
The SNP Scottish Government
is spending £115 million this
year mitigating the worst
impacts of Tory welfare cuts.
And while no one in Scotland
now pays the Bedroom Tax, the
cruel cut remains in place in
Labour-run Wales.
🙊 Labour supports the
renewal of the Trident nuclear
weapon system

In Scotland, the SNP Scottish
Government
secured
new
powers over our railways and
is progressing plans to ensure
a public-sector bid for future
rail franchises.
🙊 Labour continues
impose
tuition
fees
students in Wales

to
on

Despite
a
2017
General
Election promise to scrap
university tuition fees, the
Labour government continues
to impose maximum tuition
fees of £9,000 per year. Last
year the Welsh Government uturned
on
proposals
to
increase tuition fees to £9,295

Read more:
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Useful Links
SNP Sites

Council Sites

SNP

Argyll & Bute Council Home Page

Helensburgh SNP

Argyll & Bute Councillor List

Brendan O'Hara MP

West Dunbarton Council

Parliamentary Sites

Community Council Sites

Scottish Parliament

Helensburgh Community Council

Scottish Government

Rhu and Shandon Community Council

UK Parliament

Causes

European Parliament

All of Us First

Independence Sites

Ban the Bomb

Yes Helensburgh and Lomond

Other Sites

Business for Scotland

Make a Freedom of Information Request

Indyposterboy

Scot Fact

Bellacaledonia

What Scotland Thinks

Wings Over Scotland

Scot Cen

Independent Scotland

www.scottishhistory.com

Wee Ginger Dug

www.scotland.org

News Media Sites

The United Nations

The National
Herald Scotland
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