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MEMBERS’ DAY AT THE INVERARY INN, 21/04/18
by Brendan O’Hara MP
Just back from another hugely successful
Argyll & Bute SNP Members Day at
Inveraray.
Again, members from every part of the
constituency were present for a packed
day that started at 1100 with a
presentation by Fiona Stage and Alex
West who had done some remarkable
number crunching around the 2017
General Election result here in Argyll &
Bute. They had some excellent
suggestions for work we can all do over
the summer months.
At noon and in the absence of our
esteemed Convener, Lachie, the A&B
Liaison Committee meeting was chaired
by Michelle.
At 1330, we were so pleased to welcome
the SNP’s National Organiser, Fiona
McLeod who was able to speak to the
assembled
membership
about
campaigning and targeting and how in
the absence of a looming election, we
have to get ourselves out of election
mode and back into campaigning mode.
It was great that so much of what the
National Organiser was saying married
up exactly with the presentation given by
Fiona and Alex earlier in the day.

Following on from Fiona’s talk, the
meeting was delighted to welcome Colin
and Rebecca from the Ulva community
buyout team. Their inspiring talk about
reversing centuries of land being the
preserve of the wealthy elite was very
well received and despite everything
they’ve had to put up with to get this far,
the community are determined to make
this a huge success and pave the way for
other community buyouts.
I’ve always felt that the unsung heroes of
Argyll & Bute SNP are our Council Group
who do so much good work day-in-dayout on behalf of the SNP.
This was a great opportunity to hear from
Sandy, Lorna, Jim F and Jim L, Anne,
Richard and Audrey about their work in
the council chamber at Kilmory and for
members to get to know other SNP
councillors from the various parts of this
vast constituency.

Fiona McLeod (National Organiser)

The day finished with our usual group
work and feedback session. This time
members being asked to identify a
number of grassroots issues in their area
that the SNP locally can campaign on
over the summer months.
Our next Members Day will be held in
September at a date to be confirmed.
Fiona Stage

Alex West
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TORIES TREATMENT OF THE WINDRUSH GENERATION A DISGRACE
by Mhairi Black, 02/04/18

How can Amber Rudd carry on as Home
Secretary? The Tories’ treatment of the
Windrush generation is a disgrace. The
UK invited thousands to come here after
the war and help rebuild the United
Kingdom. They did exactly that –
working in the NHS and public services
and contributing so much to our
economy and society.
Now, after decades of living, working,
contributing to the country, the UK
Government have been threatening
them with deportation and detention.
It’s utterly disgusting.
Theresa May’s policy of creating a
“hostile environment” has put many of
the Windrush generation families in an
impossible situation.
While they have every legal right to be
here – the Home Office didn’t keep a
record
of
that.
Unbelievably,
Westminster destroyed the landing cards
belonging to Windrush migrants.
So as a result of utter bureaucratic
incompetence, Windrush residents have
been losing their jobs, struggled to
access the NHS and refused re-entry to
the UK after going abroad. Some have
been threatened, detained and removed
from the UK.
The blame for this scandal lies squarely at
the feet of the Tory Government – and, in

particular, the Prime Minister and Rudd,
who have created this problem and
treated these people so badly.

Read more:

But Windrush is symptomatic of a wider
problem – the toxic hostility that the
Tories and Labour have created for
migrants in this country.

Tories think they can do anything they
want with Scotland and get away with
it

For decades, both Labour and the Tories
have engaged in a battle over who can be
“toughest” on immigration – using
xenophobic rhetoric borrowed from UKIP
and the BNP, and developing policies
that are borderline racist.
Under the Tories, we’ve had May’s “Go
Home” vans, proposals for a list of
foreign workers and an arbitrary target to
reduce immigration.
Under Labour, we’ve had calls for “British
Jobs for British Workers”, party
merchandise that pledged controls on
immigration and now they have rejected
the free movement of people that gives
UK and EU citizens the freedom to live,
work and study across Europe, and
benefits Scotland’s economy hugely.
The SNP have been the only major party
to consistently reject this approach.
Instead of arguing against immigration,
we have strongly advocated the huge
benefits it has for our economy and
society.
Scotland benefits from immigration –
and now with our demographic and
population challenges, it is vital to our
economic prosperity.
If we want to avoid another Windrush
scandal, it is high time that the Tories and
Labour ditched their toxic cruel hostility
to migrants and instead backed the
SNP’s progressive alternative.

Tories lived up to their ‘nasty party’
reputation this week

No, Esther McVey, the benefits rape
clause is not “extra help” for women
Seventy years after Windrush
By Steve Valdez-Symonds, Programme
Director for Refugee and Migrant Rights
at Amnesty UK
The Home Office has finally made some
response to mounting pressure over its
disgraceful
indifference
to
Commonwealth citizens, whose lives
have been turned upside down several
decades after they first settled in the UK.
Today, Theresa May apologised to
Caribbean leaders over the ‘anxiety’
caused. But this together with the
response yesterday, which included
updating some short guidance about the
circumstances of these people, is
woefully inadequate. It is neither
accurate as to the status and rights of
Commonwealth citizens nor properly
recognises the Government’s culpability
in how their lives have been blighted.
Paulette Wilson, Michael Braithwaite and
Albert Thompson are but a few of those
who have been detained, threatened
with deportation, lost their jobs, their
homes and been refused vital healthcare
or social assistance. And who knows how
many people have been forced out of the
country of their home without any media
attention and no legal assistance to
defend their rights.
Read More:
https://www.amnesty.org.uk/blogs/yesminister-it-human-rights-issue/seventyyears-afterwindrush?&gclid=EAIaIQobChMIOXv1czd2gIVp5PtCh1RFQy9EAAYASAA
EgJvqfD_BwE
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FACT CHECK: THE TORIES’ EU WITHDRAWAL BILL OFFER
by Liam Furby, 25/04/18

We want an agreement with the UK
government on their EU Withdrawal Bill
and will continue to work for one.

EU laws as UK law; and ensure powers
held by the EU can be exercised in the
UK.

But while these talks take place, the UK
government wants to restrict our ability
to pass laws in these areas.

🔍 So what’s the issue?

Put simply, the Tory government’s latest
offer would mean they could ban the
Scottish Parliament from passing laws in
certain devolved areas without our
consent for up to seven years.

But the amendments proposed by the
Tory government at Westminster would
mean they could ban Holyrood from
passing laws in areas like farming and
fishing for up to seven years without
Holyrood’s agreement.

Some Holyrood powers – like support for
farmers, control of our seas or food
standards – fall within areas that have
been covered by EU wide frameworks
since 1999. The UK Withdrawal Bill
makes a grab for these powers, claiming
them for Westminster not Holyrood.

We cannot accept such a deal, which
would undermine the principles of
devolution Scotland overwhelmingly
voted for in 1997. Here are the facts.

All parties on the Scottish Parliament
Finance and Constitution Committee
said the original Bill did not respect
devolution.

🔍 What is the UK Withdrawal Bill?

So talks between the Scottish and UK
government have sought to find
agreement on a Bill that would be
acceptable to the Scottish Parliament.

Scotland didn’t vote for Brexit, we all
know that. But if the UK is to leave
Europe, we need to ensure that laws
currently subject to EU law work properly
after Brexit.
The UK government’s Withdrawal Bill
will: repeal the law governing the UK’s
membership of the EU; establish current

🔍 Why is the UK government’s latest
offer unacceptable?
We are willing to work with the UK
government on areas of law that will
need UK-wide agreement after Brexit.

Worse still, Westminster would take a
vote of the Scottish Parliament to
REFUSE consent as consent to restrict its
powers.
🔍 How can an agreement be reached?
We have offered two practical, workable
approaches.
The UK government could remove the
part of the Bill that is unacceptable and
both governments could agree not to
pass laws in these areas while talks on
UK-wide frameworks are ongoing.
Any restriction on the Scottish
Parliament’s ability to pass laws in
devolved areas for a temporary time
would require the absolute consent of
Holyrood.
The Scottish Parliament has already
passed a Scottish Continuity Bill so that if
no agreement is reached Scotland’s laws
are not disrupted after Brexit and a
power grab is prevented.

Read more:
What is the SNP plan for Brexit?
EU Withdrawal Bill: explained in 200
words
Statement by Scotland’s Brexit
Minister on the EU Withdrawal Bill
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MADE IN SCOTLAND: PROTECTING SCOTLAND’S BRAND
by Jenny Gollan, 03/05/18

We will also set up a new network of
trade envoys - asking prominent and
successful Scottish entrepreneurs to help
boost national export efforts.

Scotland’s food and drink sector is vitally
important to our economy - the industry
is worth £14.4 billion and supports
119,000 jobs across the country.

Through its Protected Food Name
status, the EU has helped us protect
Scotland the brand.

Under the SNP, food and drink has
become one of the biggest contributors
to the Scottish economy.

Losing our place in the European Single
Market and the Customs Union means
potentially losing the right and ability to
market Scottish produce as Scottish.

Whether it's our top-quality Scotch Beef
or the unique taste of Scotch Whisky Scotland's food and drink is enjoyed by
people around the globe.

EU Protected Food Name status ensures
that the reputation of world famous
produce like Scotch whisky, Arbroath
smokies, Stornoway black pudding and

Annually, we export £6 billion worth of
food and drink, with the rest of the EU
buying 40 per cent of our produce, made
possible by the free trade offered
through Single Market membership.

Scotch beef is protected. This means that
it is illegal to imitate some of our best
food and drink. Not only does this protect
the prestige of a product but on average
it’s estimated to more than double its
value.

We also are working to double the
number of people working for Scottish
Development
International
across
Europe and have established Innovation
and Investment Hubs in London,
Brussels, Dublin and Berlin.
As our food and drink exports now reach
record levels, it has never been more
important to protect our worldwide
reputation as a producer of excellence in
food and drink.
Read more:

If the Tories’ price for a trade deal with
the United States is dropping Protected
Geographical Indicators or accepting
chlorinated chicken imports, the Scottish
Parliament could have no say at all.
The Scottish Government has an
ambitious plan to export more
and to open up to new markets.
We have established a new Trade Board,
drawing on the best business expertise.

Trade with China is booming
Made in Scotland: securing our
manufacturing future
Growing Scotland’s successful food
and drink sector
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INVESTING MENTAL HEALTH SERVICES FOR YOUNG PEOPLE
by Liam Furby, 29/04/18

Good mental wellbeing is as
important as good physical health.
This is as true for children and young
people as it is for everyone else.
We are determined to ensure that our
mental health services give young
people the advice, support and care
that they need.

and Young Scot, has established a
Youth Commission on Mental Health
Services.
The
22
Youth
Commissioners and will make
recommendations to Ministers and
service providers on how services can
be improved.
Improving the transition to adult
mental health services
We are committed to improving
transitions for young people moving
from CAMHS to adult mental health
services and will explore the potential
for flexibility for those aged 18 to 25
to continue CAMHS care and
treatment.
Supporting young people in schools
Scotland’s new 10 year Mental Health
Strategy makes a number of
commitments to improving mental
health support in our schools. We will:
•

Here are just some of the steps we are
taking to achieve that.
More staff and record investment
Over the last decade, the number of
people working in child and
adolescent mental health services
(CAMHS) has increased by over 50
per cent.
And in 2017-18 total mental health
investment in Scotland reached £1
billion for the first time, with an
additional £150 million being
invested over five years to further
improve services.
Listening to the experience of
young people
The Scottish Government, in
partnership with the charity SAMH

•

•

review
counselling
and
guidance services in schools;
review Personal and Social
Education (PSE) and the role
of pastoral guidance in
schools; and
roll out improved mental
health training for those who
support young people in
education.

Exploring why some young people
are rejected for services after a
referral
The Scottish Government is working
with SAMH to review the reasons
why some children and young people
are rejected for mental health
services after a referral - and take
action on the findings.

Read more:
Scotland’s mental health strategy:
what you need to know
Helping young people afford a home
of their own
How we’re helping young people
find fair work
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WE CAN'T RELY ON THE TORIES FOR A FAIR SOCIETY, SO WE MUST DO IT OURSELVES
And it’s why we took
Jeremy Corbyn to task
over Labour’s appalling
plans to keep £7billion
of Tory welfare cuts at
the
last
general
election.
In Scotland, the SNP
Government
have
spent hundreds of
millions
mitigating
these
cuts
and
protecting
families
against
Draconian
policies including the

by Mhairi Black MP, 30/04/18
bedroom tax.
The devastating reality of Tory cuts
became even clearer this week when the
Trussell Trust published statistics
showing that even more families are
having to rely on foodbanks to get by.
In the last year alone, well over a million
emergency food parcels were distributed
to people across the UK, including to
484,026 to children – a 13 per cent
increase on 2016-17.

But rather than endlessly mitigating cuts
that the Tories and Labour impose on us,
Scotland needs the powers to end
austerity ourselves.
This week, we saw the real difference
that Scotland can make when we have
more of the powers we need to shape our
own future.

People simply don’t have enough money
to cover the basic costs of housing, food
and bills.

The
passage
of
the
Scottish
Government’s Social Security Bill on
Thursday, with cross-party support, will
establish Scotland’s first social security
system.

But it should come as no surprise. The
SNP have been warning for years that
multi-billion pound Tory and Labour
welfare cuts would have a devastating
impact on families – leaving many
struggling in poverty, debt, and crisis.

It will mean that, later this year, the
Scottish
Government
will
have
responsibility for the delivery of 11
devolved benefits, supporting around
1.4million people a year.

It is why the SNP rejected Labour’s calls
for austerity cuts “tougher and deeper”
than those brought in by Margaret
Thatcher.

It’s a milestone law that will provide the
foundation of a Scottish social security
system built on dignity, fairness and
respect, with social security established
in law as a human right.

It’s why we were the only major party to
vote against the Tory Government’s
damaging Welfare Reform and Work Bill
in 2015.

Among the changes announced by the
SNP Government is a £30million increase
to the carer’s allowance, a new young
carer’s grant, a best start grant for
children in low-income families, the
extension of winter fuel payments and

the introduction of funeral expense
assistance.
There will be support for those with
terminal illnesses, independent advocacy
services for disabled people and the right
to challenge social security decisions
without payments bring cut.
The values at the heart of Scotland’s
social security system stand in stark
contrast to the UK Government’s
punitive and dehumanising welfare
reform agenda, which has seen families
suffering and people being treated in a
cruel and humiliating way.
We can’t rely on the Tories or Labour to
end austerity or create a fair society.
That’s why Scotland needs the powers to
get on and do it ourselves.
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ONLINE ARTICLES OF INTEREST
BUSINESS FOR SCOTLAND

GROUSE BEATER

My speech at today’s #AllUnderOneBanner March

A War of Attrition, 29/04/18

By Gordon McIntyre-Kemp, 05/05/18

I was honoured to be asked to speak at the
#AllUnderOneBanner march in Glasgow today, estimates
of over 80,000 people seem to be accurate and are being
widely reported.
Here is what I said;
Wow – what an amazing sight today, around 80,000 people
marching, who believe in Scotland.
I am so proud to be part of our civic, internationally
focused, welcoming and inclusive, grassroots led
movement for Scottish independence.
Contrast this to the atmosphere created by the politicians
that sold Brexit to the rest of Britain. They are driven by
nothing but old fashioned unreconstructed, sometimes
xenophobic British nationalism.
And that is not welcome here.
If the Scottish media want to know what a separatist looks
like, then look no further that Johnson, Gove, Davis, May,
Farage and yes even Corbyn.

The significant sentence in the quotation from the Brexit
Withdrawal Bill reproduced above is: “Only the UK
Government, with the approval of the UK Parliament, can
act for the UK as a whole.” It was not in the draft copy. It
was added later, slid in silently like a knife in a honey hive.
Since it’s obvious to everyone bar the blind and deaf that
Scotland can never defeat the UK Government in a vote at
Westminster – we’re supposed to be equals, remember –
the UK Parliament in that single statement is making a grab
for full dictatorial powers.
In effect, it is creating a veto. That is one step away from
over-turning any new law or social contract enacted by
Holyrood.
The paragraph continues: “giving the right to the UK
Parliament to act if the other nations are not in agreement
… with the UK Parliament”. This places the UK Parliament
in the position of having the absolute power of a monarch.
Westminster as right-wing think tank

It’s not about the Tories – UK Labour are just as distant,
disinterested and dysfunctional – they don’t understand
the brilliant vision we share for our Scottish nation.

Effectively this makes Westminster the tyrannical
institution it has long denied it wishes to be. Has there ever
been another political institution in British life since Oliver
Cromwell went on the bloody rampage in Scotland and
Ireland that has dedicated itself to the overthrow of
democratic freedoms and the serfdom of neighbour
nations?

Read More:

Read More:

http://www.businessforscotland.com/my-speech-attodays-allunderonebanner-march/

https://grousebeater.wordpress.com/

Some people still have the guile to suggest that there is a
political answer to Scotland’s problems within the UK, but
the UK is Scotland’s problem.
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USEFUL LINKS
SNP Sites

Council Sites

https://www.snp.org/

https://www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/home

http://www.helensburghsnp.scot/

https://www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/councillor_list

http://www.brendanoharamp.scot/

http://www.west-dunbarton.gov.uk/

Parliamentary Sites

Community Council Sites

http://www.parliament.scot/

http://www.helensburghcommunitycouncil.co.uk/

http://www.gov.scot/Home#slide/2

http://www.rhuandshandoncommunity.org/

http://www.parliament.uk/business/commons/

Causes

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/portal/en

http://www.allofusfirst.org/

Independence Sites

http://www.banthebomb.org/

http://yeshelensburghandlomond.scot/

Other Sites

http://www.businessforscotland.com/

https://www.gov.uk/make-a-freedom-of-informationrequest

http://www.indyposterboy.scot/
http://whatscotlandthinks.org/ssa
http://bellacaledonia.org.uk
http://scotcen.org.uk/
https://wingsoverscotland.com/
http://www.un.org/en/index.html
http://www.independentscotland.org
News Media Sites
http://www.thenational.scot/

FEEDBACK & COMMENTS
Email to patrick.johnstone@virgin.net

http://www.heraldscotland.com/
http://www.helensburghadvertiser.co.uk/opinion/

