
NEWSLETTER | Issue 19    1 
 

 

SNP Helensburgh Branch 
 

    STRONGER FOR SCOTLAND  JUNE 2019 

 

SNP Victory in 
European Elections 

 
OBAN INDEPENDENCE MARCH ON SAT 15/06/19  



NEWSLETTER | Issue 19    2 
 

 

European Election 
Comment 

 
Apparently, the biggest losers of the UK 
European elections were the Labour 
Party and the Conservative Party. The 
devouring of UKIP by its former leader’s 
new creation, the Brexit Party, is largely 
ignored by the mainstream media. I 
wonder why? 
 
Could it be that the demise of UKIP as 
an anti-establishment party is not 
worthy of establishment mainstream 
media consideration? 
 
Nigel Farage’s UKIP were yesteryears 
biggest winners in the UK’s European 
Elections. But now pushed firmly into 
obscurity by those who write post-
election narratives. Now getting barely 
an afterthought it would seem. 
 
And when Nigel has tired with his Brexit 
Party, will he look to another vehicle for 
the next stage of his political career? 
 
Perhaps to the wounded and fractious 
beast that is now the Conservative and 
Unionist Party? 
 
He would then be returning to the party 
he left after the then Prime Minister 
John Major signed the Treaty of 
European Union at Maastricht in 1992. 
 
A resurgent Eurosceptic Conservative 
Party could be looming in the months 
ahead – with or without Nigel Farage’s 
endorsement. 
 
It would be foolish to write them off. 
 
Patrick Johnstone 
Political Education Officer 

 

June Events 
 
 
 
 

Galashiels Independence March 
Sat 01/06/19 

 
 

Dumbarton CA Meeting 
Sun 09/06/19, 2:00pm to 4:00pm 
Alexandria Parish Church Hall, 1 
Lomond Road, Balloch G83 8SJ 

 
 
Yes Helensburgh & Lomond Meeting 

Tue 11/06/19, 7:30pm to 9:30pm 
The Parish Church Halls, Colquhoun 

Square 
SNP Members are welcome 

 
 

SNP Branch Meeting 
Thu 13/06/19, 7:00pm to 9:00pm 

The Civic Centre, Helensburgh. 
 
 

Oban Independence March 
Sat 15/06/19 

 
 

Yes Helensburgh & Lomond Stall 
Sat 29/06/19 from 11:00am to 1:00pm 

Colquhoun Square, Helensburgh 
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The Scottish Government has 
today published legislation to 
pave the way for a new 
referendum on Scottish 
independence. 
 
 

What does the bill  do? 
 
It sets the rules for any future 
referendum held by the 
Scottish Parliament – such as 
who is eligible to vote and how 
campaigns will  be regulated. 
For an independence 
referendum, the date and 
question will  be determined by 
further specific legislation. 
 
First Minister Nicola Sturgeon 
said: “We will  seek agreement 
to a transfer of power at an 
appropriate point to enable an 
independence referendum 
that is beyond challenge to be 
held later in this parliament. It  
is essential the UK Government 
recognises that it would be a 
democratic outrage if it seeks 
to block such a referendum – 
indeed, any such stance would, 
in my view, prove to be utterly 
unsustainable.”  
 
The Presiding Officer, Ken 
Macintosh, has agreed the bill 
is  within the legislative 
competence of the Scottish 
Parliament. 
 
 

Why is the bill  necessary? 
 
Scotland faces a choice 
between two very different 
futures – on one hand, 
Scotland faces being dragged 
out of Europe against its will, 
with the looming prospect of a 

No Deal and a hard Brexiteer 
being installed in No. 10. 
 
On the other, Scotland has the 
opportunity to make a positive 
choice for independence, 
putting Scotland’s future in 
Scotland’s hands and playing 
our full  part in the 
international community. 
 
First Minister Nicola Sturgeon 
said: “Now, more than ever, it 
is essential that we keep 
Scotland’s options open so 
that people have the 
opportunity to choose a better 
future. 
 
“An independence referendum 
within this parliamentary term 
will  give Scotland the 
opportunity to choose to be an 
independent European nation 
– rather than have a damaging 
Brexit imposed upon us. 
 
“Throughout the Brexit 
process, Scotland has been 
treated with contempt by 
Westminster, and our efforts 
to find compromise and 
protect the interests of the 
people of Scotland, who voted 
overwhelmingly to remain in 
the EU, have been ignored. 
 
 

Is there a mandate for an 
independence referendum? 

 
Yes. Voters have consistently 
given the SNP a solid mandate 
to deliver a referendum on 
Scotland’s future. The SNP was 
clear – the choice of 
independence would become 
even more essential if  Scotland 
faced being taken out of 
Europe against its will.  

Our mandate has been 
reinforced through 
consecutive elections – most 
recently with the SNP winning 
its best ever result in Europe.  
 
But it’s not just the SNP – a 
majority in the Scottish 
Parliament has also agreed to 
deliver a referendum on 
Scottish independence. 
 
At the European Elections, the 
Tories stood on an explicit 
p latform to “Stop IndyRef2” – 
their message was totally 
rejected by Scottish voters, 
giving the Tories their worst 
ever result. 
 
A Tory party on 11% of the 
Scottish vote has no mandate 
to block Scotland’s democratic 
process. 
 
 

How can you help? 
 
Scotland is  faced with an 
exciting opportunity to choose 
a different future. 
 
www.yes.scot  is  the new 
platform for our independence 
campaign – visit the website to 
sign the independence pledge, 
download Yes materials and 
get active. 
 
We’ll  soon announce more 
ways to get involved more 
directly in the campaign for 
independence. You can keep 
up to date with all  the latest 
developments by following Yes 
on Facebook and Twitter.  
 
Now is the time to start 
conversations with your 
friends, family and neighbours 
about Scotland’s choice 
between two futures, and the 
many benefits of becoming an 
independent country. 
  

Independence Referendum Bill: what 
you need to know 

By the SNP – 29/05/19 
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The SNP has emphatically won 

the European Elections, sending 
a clear message that Scotland’s 
for Europe.  
 
Scotland has rejected Brexit for 
the second time and has 
demonstrated a clear desire to 
take a different polit ical path to 
the rest of the UK. 
 

How did the SNP do? 
 

• The SNP has achieved its  best 
ever result in an EU election 
at 38%. This is  the highest 
percentage of the vote of any 
UK party. 

• The SNP has won the highest 
vote share of any party in 
Western Europe. 

• Scotland has made clear its  
future lies in the European 
Union.  

• Both the Tory and Labour 
vote has collapsed, unable to 
stand up for Scotland’s 
overwhelming Remain vote.  

• The SNP has won in every 
area except Orkney and 
Shetland and was only 846 
votes away from winning in 
every local authority.  

• The SNP’s lowest result (24% 
in Orkney) was higher than 
the Tories’ highest result 
(21% in Dumfries & 
Galloway). 

• The SNP is  up +9% since 2014 
and has surpassed its  
previous best European 
result of 32.6% in 1994.  

 
What does it mean for 

Scotland’s place in Europe?  
 

• Scotland is  clearly refusing to 
be taken out of Europe 
against its  will.  

• The increase in the vote 
share for parties wanting to 
stop Brexit reflects the fact 
that Scotland voted 
overwhelmingly to Remain.  

• The SNP clearly leads the 
anti-Brexit surge in Scotland, 
24% ahead of the Lib Dems.  

• Voices in Europe have been 
calling for an independent 
Scotland to be fast -tracked 
into the EU. 

 
What does it mean for 

independence? 
 

• Scottish Conservatives tried 
to make this an election on a 
second independence 
referendum, standing on a 
“No to IndyRef2” ticket.  
They’ve just polled one of 
their worst ever results with 
11% of the vote. 

• A solid mandate for an 
independence referendum 
already exists.  In this  
European Election, the SNP 
stood yet again for giving 
Scotland a choice over its  
future and won a resounding 
victory. 

• Of the nearly 100 
polls  s ince the 
first 
independence 
referendum, the 
overwhelming 
majority have 
shown support 
for 
independence 
higher than in 
2014. 

• Not that long 
ago, Ruth 
Davidson was 
saying 
Westminster 
shouldn’t block a 
second 
independence 
referendum. The 
Tories have 
changed their 
tune but are now 
in a much 
weaker position. 

• Faced with a hard Brexiteer 
becoming Prime Minister, it  
is  more important than ever 
that Scotland is  given the 
choice of an independent 
future. 

 
What happened to the 

opposition? 
 

• Despite the Brexit Party 
making gains elsewhere in 
the UK, it  only got 15% of the 
Scottish vote, 23% behind 
the SNP. 

• Scotland was the only nation 
in the UK where the Brexit 
Party lost the election.  

• Ruth Davidson has presided 
over the worst result in the 
Scottish Tories’ history, 
coming in 4th place. 

• It  was also the worst ever 
result for Scottish Labour, 
failing to reach double-digits  
at 9.3%. 

 
Who are we sending to Europe? 

 
Alyn Smith, Christian Allard and 
Aileen McLeod.   
 

SNP victory in European Elections: what 
you need to know 

By the SNP – 27/05/19 
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Michael Russell  MSP, Cabinet 
Secretary for Government 
Business and Constitutional 
Relations, has called for an 
investigation into reports that 
EU citizens were unable to 
vote in the EU Parliament 
elections. 
 
Writing to the Minister for the 
Cabinet Office David Lidington 
and the Electoral Commission, 
Mr Russell  warned the lack of 
time and information provided 
for EU citizens to complete 
the necessary paperwork 
risked causing uncertainty for 
EU citizens. 
 
A full  copy of the letter: 
 
“Rt Hon David Lidington CBE 
MP 
 
Minister for the Cabinet Office  
 
I  refer you to my letter of 3 
April  2019 in which I 
expressed my concern about 
the lack of time being 
afforded to EU citizens to 
complete the required UC1 
forms. I am sorry to say that 
my fears that this would lead 
to some EU citizens being 
disenfranchised have been 
realised, as widely reported in 
the media. 
 
I  would point out that you 
were aware that there was a 
risk that the UK would have to 
take part in the European 
Parliament Election if the UK 
was stil l  in the EU on 31 
March 2019. Despite the clear 
and obvious signs that this 
was highly l ikely to be the 
case, no preparations were 

made until  the last possible 
moment. 
 
I  refer you to the statement 
made by the Electoral 
Commission which points out:  
 
‘The very short notice from the 
government of the UK’s 
participation in these 
elections impacted on the time 
available for awareness of this 
process amongst ci tizens, and 
for citizens to complete the 
process’. 
 
The system of requiring EU 
citizens to complete forms to 
enable them to vote is also at 
fault. In the same statement, 
the Commission make the 
point that ‘This legal process 
could be made easier for 
citizens, and the Commission 
made the case for doing so 
following the last EU elections 
in 2014. However, 
improvements to the process 
are reliant on changes to 
electoral law, which can only 
be taken forward by 
Government and Parliament.’  
 
It is a disgrace that in addition 
to the uncertainties that EU 
citizens have had to endure, 
over the last almost 3 years 
since the EU referendum, some 
have been denied their right 
to vote in the European 
Parliament Election. We want 
EU citizens in Scotland to feel 
settled and secure, and to 
continue to feel welcome and 
valued in Scotland. This 
debacle will  do nothing to 
ease their concerns. 
We also have first-hand 
reports of EU citizens being 

unable to vote even though 
they had completed and 
returned the forms on time. I 
would ask you to investigate 
the scale of this problem 
which may have arisen due to 
the lack to time in the run up 
to the election. If you require 
evidence of this many 
instances were described 
online under #deniedmyvote.  
 
I  believe it is imperative that 
an inquiry is conducted into 
these issues as a matter of 
urgency.  Any seat that is 
secured by only a small 
number of votes could be 
impacted by this outrageous 
deprivation of democratic 
rights.” 
 

 

 
 

 

Call to investigate claims of EU voters 
being denied their right to vote 

By Michael Russell MSP – 24/05/19 
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The highlight of Spring Conference 
for me was of course Nicola 
Sturgeon’s rallying call on the 
Sunday afternoon, absolutely 
excellent as usual. However, the 
Sunday also marked a first for me. 
 
I’d been asked to speak in favour of 
the amendment to Resolution 9, 
the nuclear weapons resolution. 
The amendment dealt with the 
long-term future of Faslane as an 
independent Scotland’s joint forces 
headquarters and naval base.  
 
With so much of Scotland’s future 
prosperity dependent on our 
marine assets above, on and below 
the surface, the country will need a 
viable navy to protect our 
Economic Exclusion Zone (EEZ). 
Following independence, we would 
need naval bases on both the west 
and east coasts so Faslane and 
Rosyth are likely to be those bases. 
 
Faslane has a highly skilled 
workforce recruited from local 
communities and they can be 
confident of a future following 
independence. I was therefore very 
happy to speak in support of the 
amendment. 
 
Having prepared my speech, I was 
all set to go when at the very last 
minute I was asked to sum up on 
behalf of those supporting the 
amendment. My speech as 
prepared was not designed as a 
summary so I had to do a quick 
rethink. 
 
Having been teaching and speaking 
at conferences for many years, I’d 
frequently presented to audiences 
of up to about 300, but never to an 
audience of about 2,500. I confess 
to feeling nervous as I was called 
up to speak.  
 

Having introduced myself and 
pointed out the relevance of the 
picture of Gareloch and 
Helensburgh projected behind me, 
I opened by saying I am an English 
Scot, which was met with a huge 
ovation. When I qualified it by 
saying I’m a Scottish European the 
ovation was even louder. In an 
instant my nervousness was gone. 
 
From there on my speech was 
completely off the cuff, though my 
prepared speech at least provided 
the key points for my summing up. 
At the time what I said was a blur 
to me but seemed to go OK. It was 

made so much easier for me by the 
warmth of the audience. 
 
Happily, the amendment was 
passed unanimously and hopefully 
will give Faslane workers and their 
families confidence that their 
futures will be secure in an 
independent Scotland. 
 
As I pointed out in my summing up, 
the Scottish National Party cares 
for all Scots, irrespective of 
whether they vote SNP. Taking a 
responsible stance with respect to 
protecting our skilled workers, 
their families and the communities 
they live in shows the strength of 
the SNP compared with those 
Parties that are merely focused on 
their own survival. 
 

Spring Conference Report 
By Geoff Tompson – 31/05/19 
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About 18 months ago I got a phone 
call from another committee 
member saying, 'We need an 
organiser'. And I agreed with no 
idea at all of what I was letting 
myself in for. 
 
Thus, over the last few weeks it has 
been a bit of a baptism of fire!  
What has made it easier for me is 
the fantastic and experienced team 
of activists in this branch. 
 
I'm one of those who joined the 
SNP post 2014 and if you had asked 
me two years ago to go out 
knocking doors or help at a street 
stall, I would have run a mile! 
I don't have all the answers, but I 
know people who do, and I can 
refer any questions to them. 
 
Thursday 23rd May was a long day. 
You have all had the many emails 
from me asking for help and 
without that help all the things we 
need to do in the run up to an 
election would not happen. 
 
Being involved in this election and 
watching the results on Sunday 
night was at times stressful but also 
really quite exciting and I'm looking 
forward now to the next one. 
 
So, what can you expect? 
 
Well firstly there will be more 
emails! And more requests for 
help. We will be putting a 
campaign plan in action from now 
which will help us to prepare for 
future elections. Voter 
Identification and having a regular 
visible presence now even before 
we have a date is really important. 
 
I didn't think it was something I 
could do so please think about 
getting more involved. 
 

 

  

European Election Report 
By Eileen McCullagh, Branch Organiser – 30/05/19 
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Roseanna Cunningham MSP, the 
Cabinet Secretary for the 
Environment, announced on 8th 
May 2019 that the Scottish 
Government will introduce a 
compulsory refundable deposit 
scheme for all plastic and glass 
bottles purchased from Scottish 
retail outlets. 
 
It is proposed that the refundable 
deposit will be 20 pence per item 
and be redeemable at all retailers 
and hospitality venues where drink 
is sold in such bottles. 
 
Helensburgh Branch can be rightly 
proud that it moved a resolution to 
the Party’s National Conference in 
2010 on the following terms: 
 
 
"Conference calls on the Scottish 
Government to embark on a 
national consultation on the 
introduction of a compulsory 
refundable deposit scheme for all 
containers, cans and bottles with a 
remit to abolish litter, reduce our 
carbon footprint and cut the cost of 
refuse collection”. 
 
 
The resolution was passed by 
acclaim. 
 
 
It has taken nine years to see real 
progress on this matter given that 
the Nordic countries even then had 
compulsory deposit schemes and 
were moving away from single use 
containers to reusable containers 
given that recycling after only one 
use increased the carbon footprint. 
 
We can but hope that once the 
scheme is up and running our 
government will extend it to drink 

cartons, takeaway food containers, 
packets and packaging of all types to 
rid the country of so much litter by 
giving this sort of waste a value. 
 
In 2010 we predicted that the full 
proposal would considerably 
reduce the cost to local authorities 
in refuse collection and the forest of 
household bins which can be almost 
as unsightly as the litter itself. 
 
We proposed that the scheme could 
be operated through the unique 
barcodes on items so that it would 
save retailers having to make a 
detailed report to the Scottish 
Government on all items sold and all 
deposits refunded. 
 
Sadly, that suggestion does not 
appear to have been adopted, so 
the retailers may feel a bit imposed 
upon by the more cumbersome 
system of reporting we understand 
will be used. 
 
We also suggested a deposit of 50 
pence instead of 20 pence, as the 
higher amount would have 
discouraged the consumer to throw 
the article away while offering 
those who collected discarded 
items an enhanced incentive to 
increase their income. 
 
Consumers would also have 
reflected on the need to buy so 
many packaged food and drink.  
 
So, while what is proposed falls 
short of Party policy it is a step in the 
right direction, and we as a branch 
should continue to lobby for the 
more radical approach we 
proposed. 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
  

Compulsory Refundable Deposit on 
Bottles Scheme 

By Graeme McCormick – 15/05/19 
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Boris Johnson, a key architect of 
the ongoing Brexit shambles, 
announced plans to stand for the 
Tory party leadership.  
 
In the past months and years, he 
has rarely been far from 
controversy, becoming ever more 
renowned for his  inflammatory 
remarks, casual racism and a 
damaging Brexit agenda.  
 
Boris  Johnson in 10 Downing 
Street would horrify many people 
across Scotland and only justify 
the need for independence. 
Here’s just some of the reason 
Boris Johnson is  unfit  for office 
never mind the office of Prime 
Minister. 
 
 

He’s pro-Boris above all else 
 
In April 2016, Boris  Johnson 
penned a column for the Daily 
Telegraph outlining the benefits 
of the EU, claiming that “the 
membership fee seems rather 
small for all that market access”. 
Later that day, he defeated his 
own points by coming out for 
Brexit as one of the leaders of the 
Leave campaign – judging that it 
would better serve his career 
prospects than back remain.  
 
Boris Johnson’s whirl -winding 
hypocrisy knows no bounds: he 
backed single market 

membership during the 
campaign, only to later claim that 
single market is “not Brexit”, and 
he voted both for and against 
Theresa May’s Brexit deal on  
various occasions. What’s more, 
he has written to Theresa May 
saying that ensuring “no border” 
between Northern Ireland and 
the Republic of Ireland should not 
be priority, just months after 
telling the House Commons that 
“there can be no hard border”.  
 
He is  a man whose inflated ego 
far outstrips his  judgement and 
principles, and his long history of 
flip-flopping deprives him of any 
credentials  for leadership.  
 
 

He authored the biggest Brexit 
lies 

 
Boris’ claim about £350 million a 
week for the NHS in the event of 
Brexit was a lie –  refuted not only 
by Nigel Farage the morning after 
the referendum, the Daily Mail, 
numerous independent 
organisations and even the UK 
Statistics Authority, who 
reprimanded Vote Leave for 
“clear misuse of statistics”.  
 
Boris  Johnson himself 
backtracked on his spurious 
claims, when he repeatedly 
refused to quote the £350 million 
figure and said that extra money 

only “could” be used on 
“priorit ies such as the NHS”.  
His  clumsy attempts to rewrite 
history don’t end there –  as a 
Vote Leave figurehead, he heavily 
used the threat of Turkey 
“imminently” joining the EU, and 
yet, in January 2019, Johnson 
wrongly told reporters that he 
“didn’t make any remarks about 
Turkey”.  
 
During the campaign, he famously 
claimed Brexit would be a 
“Titanic success”.  It  was an 
analogy which Boris  didn’t really 
think through, although a sinking 
ship closely resembles the ever-
deepening Brexit chaos.  Brexit 
will have a real impact on millions 
of people, yet Boris  Johnson can’t 
even grant them the basic  level of 
honesty and respect.  
 
 

Johnson is f irmly rooted in the 
Old Etonian and Oxbridge ranks 

of the Tory party 
 
The sight of old Oxbridge alumni 
backstabbing one another in 
pursuit of the top job is  a familiar 
one in Tory ranks, and Boris  
Johnson is  no stranger to it .  
 
Like David Cameron, Boris 
Johnson was at Eton and later 
Oxford, where both belonged to 
the notorious all -male society, 
The Bullingdon Club.  
 
While repeatedly claiming to 
champion “ordinary people” and 
talking of the “elite conspiracy to 
thwart Brexit”, he is  a career 
polit ician, deeply embedded into 
the elite fabric of Westminster.  
 
 

He made outrageous racist 
comments 

 
Boris  Johnson faced widespread 
backlash after his  Telegraph 
column, which said: “I  would say 
it  is  absolutely ridiculous that 
people should choose to go 
around looking like letterboxes”, 
referring to Muslim women.  
 

Boris Johnson: what you need to know 
about the Tory PM contender 

By Olaf Stando – 24/05/19 
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He went on to compare Muslim 
women to “bank robbers”, and 
despite the blatant is lamophobia 
behind his remarks, he 
repeatedly refused to apologise, 
despite numerous calls. 
 
His history of racist comments 
goes way back –  in a 2002 Daily 
Telegraph column, he referred to 
non-white people as 
“picanninies” with “watermelon 
smiles”, and later that year, 
claimed that the problem with 
Africa was that Britain “are not in 
charge anymore”.  
 
Putting Boris  Johnson in 10 
Downing Street would further 
legitimise the hatred and vitriol 
of the far-right and could 
constitute a real threat to the 
diverse communities.  His dog 
whistle polit ics have no place in 
an open-minded society and is 
yet another reason why the 
people of Scotland would not 
tolerate Johnson as Prime 
Minister. 
 
 

His admiration of Trump could 
help facilitate a disastrous, 

bargain-basement trade deal 
with the US 

 
Shortly before Donald Trump’s 
inauguration to office, Boris 
Johnson claimed he had an 
“exciting agenda for change”. 
Later that month, audio leaked to 
BuzzFeed revealed that Johnson 
had said he is  “increasingly 
admiring of Donald Trump”.  
 

Boris Johnson’s clear lack of 
moral compass and admiration of 
Trump might mean he will be 
keen to sign up to a bargain-
basement trade deal with the US 
–  a shoddy agreement that would 
slash workers’ rights, privatise 
the NHS, and flood Scotland with 
chlorinated chicken. 
 
What’s more, during his t ime as 
Foreign Secretary, he refused to 
condemn Trump’s cruel policy of 
separating children from their 
parents and putting them in 
cages, following pressure from 
the SNP MPs at Westminster.  
 
 

He takes incompetence to a 
whole new level 

 
So bad was Boris  Johnson’s 
reputation for gaffes, that when 
Theresa May appointed him as 
Foreign Secretary in 2016, the 
former Swedish prime minister, 
Carl Bildt, tweeted that he wished 
it  was a joke. 
 
On his vis it  to Libya, he claimed 
that the only thing getting in the 
way of investment after its  civil 
war was “clearing the dead 
bodies”.  He also insulted Italy by 
saying the EU refusing the UK 
single market access would mean 
“you’ll sell less prosecco”, and if 
that wasn’t enough, he referred 
to Africa as “a country” during his 
speech at the Conservative 
conference in 2016. 
 
During his t ime as London Mayor, 
he bought water cannons for 
£320k, although he never used 

them and sold them at £300k loss. 
He also rinsed £46m of public 
money on his botched Garden 
Bridge without ever beginning 
construction. I f he can’t  be 
trusted with a bridge, he 
definitely can’t be trusted with 
Brexit. 
 
 
He wanted to cut benefits even 
more than George Osborne did 

 
The cruel Tory policy of austerity, 
defined by the relentless s lashing 
of benefits, cuts in public  
services, and a sharp r ise in the 
use of food banks, has inflicted 
real pain on hundreds of 
thousands of people across 
Scotland. 
 
But staggeringly, Boris  Johnson – 
a self-avowed fan of Margaret 
Thatcher –  thought the cuts did 
not go far enough, claiming that 
abandoning Osborne’s  cuts in 
2016 was “a mistake”.  
 
As London Mayor, he dropped 
targets for new affordable homes 
and slammed the “lefty” idea of 
social housing as something 
that’s  “not good for people”.  For 
someone who owns several 
homes and whose net worth 
exceeds £1.5 million, that’s  a bit 
rich.  
 
 

His disdain for Scotland knows 
no bounds 

 
A string of Tory Prime Ministers 
have stifled Scotland’s potential 
–  whether it ’s  through Theresa 
May’s power grab of devolved 
powers post-Brexit, David 
Cameron’s EVEL, or Margaret 
Thatcher’s cruel cuts, Tories can’t 
be trusted to deliver for Scotland.  
 
As Boris  Johnson steps up his 
leadership campaign, having 
recently won praise from Ruth 
Davidson –  despite her 
suggestions in 2016 that she 
would break away from the UK 
Tory party if Johnson were leader 
–  this  is  a clear reminder of Boris’ 
attitude to Scotland.   
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Throughout the Brexit process, 
the UK Government has 
descended deeper and deeper 
into paralysis  –  with no plan, no 
direction, and no authority as 
Tory MPs wage an open civil war.  
 
Theresa May, by laying down her 
red lines, chose to be hamstrung 
by a narrow faction of Tory Brexit 
extremists –  the engineers of 
Brexit who over-promised and 
delivered nothing.  
 
As we head into the European 
election that the Tories are hiding 
from, we thought we’d remind 
them of just a few of their broken 
Brexit promises.  
 
 
1) Brexit will be easy and will 
have no downsides 
 
Reality:  Almost three years s ince 
the EU referendum, the UK 
government is still in paralysis 
over Brexit, while thousands of 
jobs are being slashed and the 
economy is  suffering.  
 
Honda, Nissan and Rolls -Royce 
have already scaled down major 
operations and announced 
thousands of job cuts.  
 
The European Medicines Agency 
has recently relocated from 
London to Amsterdam, resulting 
in a loss of 900 high-skilled jobs. 
 
Even Somerset Capital 
Management, a company co-
founded by Brexiteer Jacob Rees -
Mogg, warned about the 
“considerable uncertainty” 
caused by Brexit.  
 
The ongoing Brexit shambles has 
already brought about enormous 
damage, which would only be 
exacerbated if we actually leave 
the EU. 
 

Theresa May’s negotiating plan 
deliberately dodged economic 
logic, purely to appease the 
hardline Tory Brexiteers who 
ended up rejecting her deal 
anyway. 
 
The people who promised ‘sunlit 
uplands’ sold lies to the 
electorate, ran away from 
responsibility, and have been 
holding the Government to 
ransom ever s ince. 
 
 
2) Numerous new trade deals 
would be ready by 29 March 2019 
 
Reality:  Britain can only start 
negotiating deals with third 
countries during the transition 
period, which is  now set to begin 
on the 1st November.  It  cannot 
implement any trade deals before 
December 2020 –  the end of the 
transition period. 
 
As a European Union member, we 
are already part of 40 trade deals, 
spanning more than 70 countries.  
 
I f the UK leaves with no deal on 
the 31st October, it  will 
immediately lose these deals, 
causing widespread harm to 
businesses, leading to price rises 
and slashing jobs. 
 
 
3) Britain will take back control 
of f isheries after Brexit 
 
Reality:  Throughout the 
transition period, the EU will 
have continued access to UK 
fishing waters, and what’s more, 
the EU demanded reciprocal 
access to UK waters as part of any 
future trade deal.  
 
It ’s  been evident for decades that 
Tories consider Scotland’s fishing 
communities to be ‘expendable’, 
which only became clearer when 
Theresa May’s Brexit 

negotiations resulted in a 
shameful sell-out of Scotland’s 
fisheries. 
 
Ruth Davidson’s 13 Scottish Tory 
MPs claimed they would vote 
against any Brexit deal that didn’t 
“restore complete control and 
full sovereignty” of Scotland’s 
waters.  Theresa May’s deal 
doesn’t even come close to 
achieving that, but the majority 
of Scottish Tories have ro lled 
over to their Westminster bosses 
and backed the deal.  
 
 
4) Brexit will give the NHS extra 
£350 million a week 
 
Reality:  Even Nigel Farage, just 
hours after the referendum 
result, dismissed the £350m claim 
as false. 
 
But the Tories have repeatedly 
recycled Vote Leave’s lie by 
claiming that leaving the 
European Union will result in 
more money for the NHS.  
 
Vast amounts of analysis  from the 
UK government, the Scottish 
Government, and independent 
organisations, all show that the 
UK’s economy would be smaller 
under all forms of Brexit, 
impacting NHS spending levels.  
 
Worse still, the Tories’ hardline 
plans to cut immigration wil l 
make it  harder for the NHS to 
attract and retain the talented 
medical staff from EU countries. 
Scotland has an estimated 26,000 
EU nationals working in health 
and social care and cutting 
immigration will put our NHS 
under more pressure.  
 
Brexit  is  bad for Scotland’s health 
and the Tories are throwing our 
NHS under the bus.  
 
 
5) Brexit will mean more money 
for scientists 
 
Reality:  29 Nobel Prize winners 
and leading scientists warned 
Theresa May in an open letter, 

7 broken Brexit promises the Tories 
want you to forget 

By Olaf Stando – 15/05/19 
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written in October 2018, that 
Brexit will cause a cut of £1bn to 
science funding that came from 
the EU. 
 
What’s more, the UK 
Government’s plans to cut 
immigration will negatively affect 
the mobility of scientists, and a 
no-deal Brexit would put research 
and study exchange programmes, 
such as Erasmus, at risk. 
 
Scotland’s and the UK’s research 
reputation depends on its 
openness, collaborations and 
ability to attract the world’s best 
scientists –  all of which Brexit will 
undermine. 
 
 
6) Brexit will not be a problem 
for the Irish border 
 
Reality:  The Irish border issue has 
been one of the most intractable 
parts of the Brexit negotiations, 
and hardline Brexiteers who are 
driving the UK Government’s 
agenda are prepared to put the 
Good Friday Agreement at risk.  
 
While the UK Government has 
been prepared to ride roughshod 
over Northern Ireland’s interests 
by pandering to the DUP, the EU 
has been unflinching in the 
solidarity it ’s  shown to the 
Republic of Ireland and the peace 
process. 
 
Further demonstrating the vast 
benefits  of being an independent 
state in the EU, compared with 
the consistent s ilencing and 
sidelining of Scotland’s interests 
by Westminster.  
 
 
7) The only way to preserve 
Scotland’s EU membership was 
to vote No 
 
This ridiculous claim by  Better 
Together has not aged well.  
 
Scotland in 2014 was told by 
Better Together to “lead, not 
leave” the United Kingdom which 
was a “partnership of equals”. 
However, it  has never been 

clearer that successive UK 
Governments are prepared to 
ride roughshod over Scotland’s 
interests and think they can get 
away with it.  
 
Brexit  is  an isolationist project of 
the hard-right and it  was squarely 
rejected by Scotland’s voters. 
However, the Tories couldn’t care 
less about Scotland’s voters.  
 
We now need a public vote with 
an option to remain, so that 
Scotland has the chance to 
escape from the Brexit mess. And 
it ’s  not just us who agree.  
 
David Davis used to vocally 
support the membership of the 
customs union. 
 
Now, he’s fervently opposed – 
instead preferring the hardest 
possible Brexit that would slash 
hundreds of thousands of jobs 
and inflict serious damage on the 
economy. 
 
When questioned in the Exiting 
the EU Committee as the Brexit 
Secretary, he said he changed his 
mind. It ’s  fundamentally wrong 
that MPs get to change their 
mind, but the public can’t . 
 
Scotland’s future lies in Europe.  
 
This European election, on May 
23, every vote for the SNP is  a 
vote to make clear that Scotland 
says no to Brexit.  
 
Labour and the Tories are both 
committed to delivering Brexit, 
ignoring Scotland’s clear wish of 
remaining in the EU. It ’s  a 
democratic outrage that we’re 
now being dragged out against 
our will.  
 
Their support for Brexit is  riding 
roughshod over Scotland’s 
interests – s lashing jobs, hurting 
businesses, and taking away 
opportunities from young people. 
 
We need to send the Westminster 
parties a strong message. 
Scotland will not be ignored any 
more. 
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There is  no doubt that  the world 
faces a cl imate emergency.  
 
The earth’s  temperature is 
increasing, ice is  melting, sea levels 
are r is ing and, as  last week’s  UN 
report has  shown, our natural 
habitat is  at r isk.  
 
We all  know that weather is 
becoming more erratic and severe, 
with droughts, wildf ires, f loods and 
increased ra infa ll  becoming more 
widespread. All  of  this  is  result ing in 
the destruction of  forests , 
ecosystems and crops. 
 
The fact is  that human behaviour is 
causing it  and if  we don’ t  change our 
ways, the effects  wil l  be even more 
catastrophic. That is  why young 
people are r ight to be demanding 
more urgent action. 
 
Scotland’s  greenhouse gas emiss ions 
have nearly halved s ince 1990 and 
we continue to outperform the UK, 
and most western European nations, 
in  deliver ing reductions.  
 
We are a lso the f irst  country in  the 
world to include a  fa ir  share of 
emiss ions from international 
aviation and shipping in  cl imate 
targets . 
 
So, we are a lready a  world leader in 
tackling climate change. 
 
In  2018 nearly seventy-f ive per cent 
of  our electr icity came from 
renewable sources and we have 
doubled our exports  of  renewable 
electr icity to the rest of  the UK.  
 
We are a lso introducing Low 
Emiss ion Zones in  our four largest 
cit ies  and have set a  target to phase 
out new petrol and diesel cars  and 
vans by 2032 –  eight years  ahead of 
the target set by the UK government.  
 
While we can be proud of  our actions 
so far ,  we have a lways sought to do 
more and go further. That is  why, 
with guidance from the recen tly 
published report by the Committee 
for  Climate Change, we have now 
proposed a  new target of  achieving 
net-zero emiss ions of a ll  greenhouse 
gases by 2045. 

 
If  backed by Parliament these 
pioneering targets wil l  ensure that 
Scotland’s  contr ibution to clima te 
change will  cease within a 
generation. We were a lready world -
leading but now we are redef ining 
what world- leadership means. 
 
Be in  no doubt, achieving net-zero by 
2045 is  ambitious and for Scotland to 
succeed it  wil l  require the UK 
Government to a lso ad opt more 
str ingent targets and for parties 
across  the spectrum to work 
together. 
 
It  wil l  a lso mean diff icult  decis ions 
are required across  a ll  of 
government. 
 
It  is  in  this  context that last week we 
decided that previous proposals  to 
reduce Air  Departure Tax were no 
longer compatible with such 
ambitious targets . 
 
That decis ion was not taken l ightly 
but it is a demonstration of  the 
ser iousness  of  our commitment. 
Business  as  usual wil l  not do.  
 
There is no one action, no easy f ix to 
get us  to net-zero, so we will be 
looking across  a ll  our 
responsibil it ies and we will  take 
action where necessary. 
 
Of  course, everyone has a  part to 
play. We are a lready working to 
make it eas ier for  people to reduce 
their own carbon footprint through 
posit ive changes to l ifestyles, for 
example by doubling our active 
travel budget to provide more 
cycling infrastructure and 
encouraging the use of greener 
forms of  transport. 
 
We have a lso committed £60 mill ion 
to support the delivery of innovative 
low carbon energy infrastructure 
projects ,  such as electr ic vehicle 
charging or  sustainable heating 
systems. 
 
Last week we went one step further 
and set out our plans for  the 
introduction of  an ambitious Deposit 
Return Scheme (DRS). 
 

Deposit  return schemes are a lready 
operational across  many countr ies  – 
Sweden, Norway, Netherlands to 
name a few –  but Scotland is  the f irst 
country in the UK to put forward 
proposals  to implement one.  
 
Under our proposals  a  deposit  of 
twenty pence would be added to the 
pr ice of  s ingle use dr inks  conta iners 
and then refunded when the 
container is  returned to the retailer 
for  recycling. 
 
The scheme will  cover metal cans, 
PET (the most common form of 
plastic dr inks  containers) ,  and glass 
and when it  is  established the 
ambition is for  90 per cent or  more 
of  our dr inks  containers  to be 
recycled. 
 
We have engaged with a  wide range 
of  stakeholders  to design a  system 
which properly ref lects  the needs of 
Scotland and that conversation will 
continue as  we move forward, 
particular ly to help address  any 
concerns ra ised by smaller  retailers 
and the glass  and hospita lity 
industr ies.  
 
We hope our approach will  provide a 
blueprint for  the rest of  the UK to 
follow. 
 
The UK Committee on Climate 
Change said that achieving net zero 
by 2045 will require “extensive 
changes across  the economy” and 
they are r ight. 
 
There are many benefits  to making 
these changes, not least for  our 
health as we increase the quality of 
our a ir  and engage more in  active 
travel – but our economy can benefit 
s ignif icantly too. 
 
Scotland is  reno wned for  its 
resources –  geographical and skil ls -
based –  in  services  relating to 
renewable industr ies. Whether it ’s 
in  engineering, carbon capture and 
storage and hydrogen technologies, 
there is  huge potentia l for  growth in 
exports ,  productivity and jobs a s  we 
move forward. 
 
Climate change is  the greatest 
challenge facing the world –  there is 
no ‘planet B’.  
 
Our obligations to the next 
generation are the most important 
we carry –  let’s  make sure Scotland 
l ives  up to fulf i l l ing them.   

Scotland can be proud of our action on climate 
change – and we must do more and go further 

By Nicola Sturgeon First Minister – 14/05/19 
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🌍  In May 2019 it  was announced 
that Scotland will stop 
contributing to climate change 
within a generation. In addition 
to a net-zero target for 2045, 
Scotland will reduce emissions by 
70% by 2030 and 90% by 2040, 
the most ambitious statutory 
targets in the world for these 
years. 
 
 

 
 

🌊  The Scottish Government held 
an offshore wind summit, 
bringing trade unions, developers 
and supply chain companies 
together to ensure more Scottish 
companies could benefit  from the 
awarding of offshore wind 
projects. 
 
 
 
 

 

⌛️  Scotland ’s Climate Change 

Secretary Roseanna Cunningham 

wrote to the UK Government, 

urging it  to legislate for UK net -

zero greenhouse gas emissions by 

2050 at the latest, bringing the 

UK closer into line with 

Scotland’s net -zero targets. 

 
 

 

 

✈️  The SNP scrapped plans to cut 
the amount of tax paid by 
passengers flying from Scottish 
airports.  Finance Secretary Derek 
Mackay said the Air Departure 
Tax (APT) was “no longer 
compatible” with Scotland’s 
climate change targets.  
 
 
 
 

 

♻️  We announced an ambitious 
new Deposit Return Scheme,  with 
shops which sell drinks set to 
offer 20p deposit refunds to 
customers.  The scheme will 
include aluminium and steel cans, 
glass bottles and PET plastic 
containers. 
 
 

 

 

 

🚜  The Scottish Government 
announced a new farmer-led 
init iative to drive sustainable 
farming practices in Scotland. The 
new group, under Farming for a 
Better Climate (FFBC), will be set 
up to develop innovative and 
practical solutions to help 
farmers protect the environment.  

 
 

 
  

How the SNP is leading the way on 
climate change 

By the SNP – 13/05/19 

The SNP is renewing its efforts to make Scotland a world-leader on climate change 
after First Minister Nicola Sturgeon declared a ‘Climate Emergency’. Since the 

announcement the SNP Scottish Government has unveiled a whole range of new 
proposals and initiatives to protect our environment. 
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First Minister Nicola Sturgeon has 
announced a bold new initiative 
to help struggling first -t ime 
buyers navigate the housing 
market. 
 
Later this  year the Scottish 
Government will release £150m 
to support first -t ime house 
buyers with their deposits.  Once 
buyers have saved 5% of the 
value of their new home, the 
Scottish Government will offer 
loans of up to £25,000 to fund or 
top up their deposit.  
 
The First Minister also announced 
plans to regulate short -term lets 
in a bid to save housing stock in 
tourist hot spots such as central 
Edinburgh and the Is le of Arran.  
 
First Minister Nicola Sturgeon 
said: 
 
“We want to help people find 
places to live in the communit ies 
they want to call home. 
 
“Some first -t ime buyers trying to 
get onto the property ladder can 
call on the financial help of 
relatives or friends – the famous 
bank of mum and dad. But for too 
many, the simple truth is  that, 
even on decent incomes, saving 
for a deposit takes so long it  has 
become a distant dream. 
 
“Many are even paying more in 
rent than they would pay for a 
mortgage and the simple fact is 
they don’t have the money left at 
the end of the month to save for 
a deposit.  
 
“In a fair and equitable country 
that cannot stand. And so, we will 
act.  We will help young people 
with the deposits they need.  
 
“If buyers can find just 5% of the 
value of their new house from 
their own funds, we will do the 

rest.  Starting later this  year we 
will pilot a scheme to offer first -
time buyers’ loans of up to 
£25,000 to fund or top up their 
deposit.”  
 
Revealing the new proposals on 
short-term lets, she said:  
 
“For many people, short -term 
lets have enabled cheaper, more 
flexible travel.  It ’s  one of the 
reasons Scotland’s tourism 
industry is  booming. But for 
others –  particularly in tourist 
hot spots –  it is  making it harder 
to find homes to live in.  
 
“We are asking for views on a new 
system of regulation to make 
short term lets subject to the 
same controls as other 
accommodation. And give 
councils  the power to control the 
number of lets and ensure they 
make a contribution to the 
services they use.”  
 
Housing Minister Kevin Stewart 
said: 
 
“We understand the need in some 
parts of the country for new 
controls over short-term letting 
of residential properties and we 

believe there is  a case to take 
action. 
“We are committed to working 
with local authorities to allow 
them to balance the unique needs 
of their communities with wider 
economic and tourism interests.  
 
“As part  of identifying the best 
solution we want to ask 
communities, landlords, local 
authorities and businesses across 
Scotland how councils  can best 
use their planning, health and 
safety and regulatory powers to 
support local communities, 
whether further powers  are 
required –  and how we can 
ensure that short term lets are 
making an appropriate 
contribution to local services.  
 
“We will also conduct further 
research to explore the direct 
effects of short-term lets on 
communities, neighbourhoods 
and housing supply across 
Scotland.”  

 

 

How the SNP plans to help first-time 
buyers 

By the SNP – 03/05/19 
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